
                           St Mary Magdalene 
 

CHORAL EVENSONG 
17 September 2023 Fifteenth Sunday After Trinity 

 

Please stand as the choir and minister enter. 
 

Welcome and Introduction 
 

Office Hymn  

The God of Abraham praise 

who reigns enthroned above, 

Ancient of everlasting days, 

and God of love; 

to him uplift your voice,                                                                                              

at whose supreme 

command                                                                                  

from earth we rise and seek the joys                                                                                    

at his right hand. 

4 There dwells the Lord our King, 

the Lord our Righteousness, 

triumphant o'er the world and sin, 

the Prince of Peace: 

on Sion's sacred height 

his kingdom he maintains, 

and glorious with his saints in light 

for ever reigns. 

6 Before the great Three-One                                                                                                    

they all exulting stand, 

and tell the wonders he has done                                                                

throughout the land: 

the listening spheres attend,                                                                                      

and swell the growing fame, 

and sing, in songs which never 

end,                                                                       

the wondrous name. 

7 The God who reigns on high                                                                               

the great archangels sing, 

And 'Holy, holy, holy!' cry,                                                                                 

'Almighty King! 

Who was, and is the same,                                                                                            

and evermore shall be: 

eternal Father, great I AM,                                                                                       

we worship thee.' 

8 The whole triumphant host  

give thanks to God on high: 

'Hail, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost' 

they ever cry; 

hail, Abraham's God and mine! 

(I join the heavenly lays) 

all might and majesty are thine, 

and endless praise.                                                                                                               
Thomas Olivers 1725-99 based on the Hebrew Yigdal NEH 148 



Prayers of Penitence Please be seated 

Dearly beloved, the Scripture moveth us in sundry places to acknowledge and 

confess our manifold sins and wickedness; and that we should not dissemble 

nor cloak them before the face of almighty God our heavenly Father; but 

confess them with a humble, lowly, penitent and obedient heart; to the end 

that we may obtain forgiveness of the same by his infinite goodness and 

mercy. And although we ought at all times humbly to acknowledge our sins 

before God; yet ought we most chiefly so to do, when we assemble and meet 

together to render thanks for the great benefits that we have received at his 

hands, to set forth his most worthy praise, to hear his most holy word, and to 

ask those things which are requisite and necessary, as well for the body as the 

soul. Wherefore I pray and beseech you, as many as are here present, to 

accompany me with a pure heart, and humble voice, unto the throne of the 

heavenly grace, saying after me: 
 

Almighty and most merciful Father, we have erred, and strayed from 

thy ways like lost sheep. We have followed too much the devices and 

desires of our own hearts. We have offended against thy holy laws. 

We have left undone those things which we ought to have done; and 

we have done those things which we ought not to have done; and 

there is no health in us. But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, 

miserable offenders. Spare thou them, O God, which confess their 

faults. Restore thou them that are penitent; according to thy 

promises declared unto mankind in Christ Jesu our Lord. And grant, 

O most merciful Father, for his sake, that we may hereafter live a 

godly, righteous, and sober life, to the glory of thy holy name. Amen.  
 

GRANT, we beseech thee, merciful Lord, to thy faithful people pardon and 

peace; that they may be cleansed from all their sins, and serve thee with a 

quiet mind; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; thy will be done; in earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive them that trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the 

power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

 



Responses Ayleward 

O Lord, open thou our lips and our mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 
 

O God, make speed to save us. O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 

Please stand  
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end.  Amen. 
 

Praise ye the Lord. The Lord’s name be praised. 
 

Psalmody               Psalm 119:41-48 

41 Let thy loving mercy come also unto me, O  Lord : even thy salvation, 

according unto thy word.                                                                                         

42 So shall I make answer unto my blasphemers : for my trust is in thy word. 

43 O take not the word of thy truth utterly out of my mouth : for my hope is 

in thy judgements.                                                                                                        

44 So shall I alway keep thy law : yea, for ever and ever.                                            

45 And I will walk at liberty : for I seek thy commandments.                                           

46 I will speak of thy testimonies also, even before kings : and will not be 

ashamed.                                                                                                              

47 And my delight shall be in thy commandments : which I have loved.                   

48 My hands also will I lift up unto thy commandments, which I have loved : 

and my study shall be in thy statutes. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be : world without end. Amen. 
 

Please be seated 
 

First Reading               Ezekiel 20:1-8, 33-44 

And it came to pass in the seventh year, in the fifth month, the tenth day of the 

month, that certain of the elders of Israel came to enquire of the Lord, and sat before 

me. Then came the word of the Lord unto me, saying, Son of man, speak unto the 

elders of Israel, and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord God; Are ye come to enquire 

of me? As I live, saith the Lord God, I will not be enquired of by you. Wilt thou judge 

them, son of man, wilt thou judge them? cause them to know the abominations of 

their fathers: And say unto them, Thus saith the Lord God; In the day when I chose 

Israel, and lifted up mine hand unto the seed of the house of Jacob, and made myself 

known unto them in the land of Egypt, when I lifted up mine hand unto them, saying, I 



am the Lord your God; In the day that I lifted up mine hand unto them, to bring them 

forth of the land of Egypt into a land that I had espied for them, flowing with milk and 

honey, which is the glory of all lands: Then said I unto them, Cast ye away every man 

the abominations of his eyes, and defile not yourselves with the idols of Egypt: I am 

the Lord your God. But they rebelled against me, and would not hearken unto me: 

they did not every man cast away the abominations of their eyes, neither did they 

forsake the idols of Egypt: then I said, I will pour out my fury upon them, to 

accomplish my anger against them in the midst of the land of Egypt. As I live, saith the 

Lord God, surely with a mighty hand, and with a stretched out arm, and with fury 

poured out, will I rule over you: And I will bring you out from the people, and will 

gather you out of the countries wherein ye are scattered, with a mighty hand, and 

with a stretched out arm, and with fury poured out. And I will bring you into the 

wilderness of the people, and there will I plead with you face to face. Like as I pleaded 

with your fathers in the wilderness of the land of Egypt, so will I plead with you, saith 

the Lord God. And I will cause you to pass under the rod, and I will bring you into the 

bond of the covenant: And I will purge out from among you the rebels, and them that 

transgress against me: I will bring them forth out of the country where they sojourn, 

and they shall not enter into the land of Israel: and ye shall know that I am the Lord. 

As for you, O house of Israel, thus saith the Lord God; Go ye, serve ye every one his 

idols, and hereafter also, if ye will not hearken unto me: but pollute ye my holy name 

no more with your gifts, and with your idols. For in mine holy mountain, in the 

mountain of the height of Israel, saith the Lord God, there shall all the house of Israel, 

all of them in the land, serve me: there will I accept them, and there will I require your 

offerings, and the firstfruits of your oblations, with all your holy things. I will accept 

you with your sweet savour, when I bring you out from the people, and gather you 

out of the countries wherein ye have been scattered; and I will be sanctified in you 

before the heathen. And ye shall know that I am the Lord, when I shall bring you into 

the land of Israel, into the country for the which I lifted up mine hand to give it to 

your fathers. And there shall ye remember your ways, and all your doings, wherein ye 

have been defiled; and ye shall lothe yourselves in your own sight for all your evils that 

ye have committed. And ye shall know that I am the Lord when I have wrought with 

you for my name’s sake, not according to your wicked ways, nor according to your 

corrupt doings, O ye house of Israel, saith the Lord God. 

Magnificat                                    Dyson in F 

My soul doth magnify the Lord : and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 

For he hath regarded : the lowliness of his handmaiden. 

For behold, from henceforth : all generations shall call me blessed. 

For he that is mighty hath magnified me : and holy is his Name. 

And his mercy is on them that fear him : throughout all generations. 



He hath shewed strength with his arm :  

he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 

He hath put down the mighty from their seat :  

and hath exalted the humble and meek. 

He hath filled the hungry with good things :  

and the rich he hath sent empty away. 

He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel : 

as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever.   Luke 1.46-55 
 

Please stand 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be : world without end. Amen. 
 

Please be seated 
 

Second Reading Acts 20:17-end 

And from Miletus he sent to Ephesus, and called the elders of the church. And when 

they were come to him, he said unto them, Ye know, from the first day that I came 

into Asia, after what manner I have been with you at all seasons, Serving the Lord with 

all humility of mind, and with many tears, and temptations, which befell me by the lying 

in wait of the Jews: And how I kept back nothing that was profitable unto you, but 

have shewed you, and have taught you publickly, and from house to house, Testifying 

both to the Jews, and also to the Greeks, repentance toward God, and faith toward 

our Lord Jesus Christ. And now, behold, I go bound in the spirit unto Jerusalem, not 

knowing the things that shall befall me there: Save that the Holy Ghost witnesseth in 

every city, saying that bonds and afflictions abide me. But none of these things move 

me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my course with joy, 

and the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the 

grace of God. And now, behold, I know that ye all, among whom I have gone 

preaching the kingdom of God, shall see my face no more. Wherefore I take you to 

record this day, that I am pure from the blood of all men. For I have not shunned to 

declare unto you all the counsel of God. Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to 

all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the 

church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood. For I know this, that 

after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock. 

Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away 

disciples after them. Therefore watch, and remember, that by the space of three years 

I ceased not to warn every one night and day with tears. And now, brethren, I 

commend you to God, and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up, and 

to give you an inheritance among all them which are sanctified. I have coveted no 

man’s silver, or gold, or apparel. Yea, ye yourselves know, that these hands have 



ministered unto my necessities, and to them that were with me. I have shewed you all 

things, how that so labouring ye ought to support the weak, and to remember the 

words of the Lord Jesus, how he said, It is more blessed to give than to receive. And 

when he had thus spoken, he kneeled down, and prayed with them all. And they all 

wept sore, and fell on Paul’s neck, and kissed him, Sorrowing most of all for the words 

which he spake, that they should see his face no more. And they accompanied him 

unto the ship. 

Nunc Dimittis                                  Dyson in F 

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace : according to thy word.  

For mine eyes have seen : thy salvation;  

Which thou hast prepared :  before the face of all people;  

To be a light to lighten the Gentiles : and to be the glory of thy people Israel.      

Please stand Luke 2.29-32 
  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be : world without end. Amen. 
 

The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth: 

and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried.  

He descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead;  

he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the 

Father almighty;  

from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church;   

the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;   

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 

Reponses 

The Lord be with you. And with thy spirit.   
 

Let us pray. 
  

Please sit  
  

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 



Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy 

kingdom come; thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven. Give us 

this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 

them that trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but 

deliver us from evil.  Amen. 
  

O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us. And grant us thy salvation. 
  

O Lord, save the King. 

And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
  

Endue thy ministers with righteousness.  

And make thy chosen people joyful. 
  

O Lord, save thy people. And bless thine inheritance. 
  

Give peace in our time, O Lord. 

Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God. 
  

O God, make clean our hearts within us. 

And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 
 

Keep, we beseech thee, O Lord, thy Church with thy perpetual mercy; and, 

because the frailty of man without thee cannot but fall, keep us ever by thy 

help from all things hurtful, and lead us to all things profitable to our salvation; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do 

proceed; give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that 

both, our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that, by thee, 

we being defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our time in rest and 

quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.                                    

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend 

us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our 

Saviour, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 

Anthem                                         Lloyd View me, Lord 

View me, Lord, a work of thine;  

Shall I then lie drowned in night?  

Might thy grace in me but shine,  

I should seem made all of light.  
 

Cleanse me, Lord, that I may kneel  

At thine altar, pure and white;  

They that once thy mercies feel,  

Gaze no more on earths delight.  

Worldly joys, like shadows, fade  

When the heavenly light appears;  

But the covenants thou hast made,  

Endless, know nor days nor years.  
 

In thy word, Lord, is my trust,  

To thy mercies fast I fly.  

Though I am but clay and dust,  

Yet thy grace can lift me high. 



Sermon 
 

Prayers  

 Ending with:  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God and the 

fellowship of the Holy Ghost be with us all evermore. Amen.  

 

Hymn  

The duteous day now closeth, each flow'r and tree reposeth, 

shade creeps o’er wild and wood; let us, as night is falling, 

on God our Maker calling, give thanks to Him, the Giver good. 

2 Now all the heav'nly splendour breaks forth in starlight tender 

from myriad worlds unknown; and man, the marvel seeing, 

forgets his selfish being, for joy of beauty not his own. 

3 His care he drowneth yonder, lost in th'abyss of wonder; 

to heav'n his soul doth steal; this life he disesteemeth, 

the day it is that dreameth, that doth from truth his vision seal. 

4 Awhile his mortal blindness may miss God’s loving-kindness 

and grope in faithless strife; but when life’s day is over 

shall death’s fair night discover the fields of everlasting life.                                   
Robert Bridges 1844-1930 based on Nun ruhen alle Wälder, Paul Gerhardt 1607-1676  CP 23 

Benediction  

May the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep our hearts and 

minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

Voluntary J.S. Bach Fugue in g minor (BWV 578) 

 

There will be a retiring collection for the work of the Church – there is a plate for 

cash or envelope gifts and a card machine for contactless giving.  
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