
                           St Mary Magdalene 
 

CHORAL EVENSONG 
21 April 2024 The third Sunday after Easter 

 

 

Please stand as the choir and minister enter. 
 

Welcome and Introduction 

 

Office Hymn  

The Lord is risen indeed!                                                                                            

Now is his work performed;                                                                                         

now is the mighty Captive freed,                                                                                            

and death’s strong castle stormed. 

The Lord is risen indeed!                                                                                          

Then hell has lost his prey;                                                                                        

with him is risen the ransomed seed                                                                             

to reign in endless day. 

The Lord is risen indeed!                                                                                                 

He lives, to die no more;                                                                                               

he lives, the sinner’s cause to plead,                                                                                      

whose curse and shame he bore.                                                                                         
Thomas Kelly 1769-1855 NEH 118 

Prayers of Penitence Please be seated 

Dearly beloved, the Scripture moveth us in sundry places to acknowledge and 

confess our manifold sins and wickedness; and that we should not dissemble nor 

cloak them before the face of almighty God our heavenly Father; but confess them 

with a humble, lowly, penitent and obedient heart; to the end that we may obtain 

forgiveness of the same by his infinite goodness and mercy. And although we ought 

at all times humbly to acknowledge our sins before God; yet ought we most chiefly 

so to do, when we assemble and meet together to render thanks for the great 

benefits that we have received at his hands, to set forth his most worthy praise, to 

hear his most holy word, and to ask those things which are requisite and necessary, 

as well for the body as the soul.  



Wherefore I pray and beseech you, as many as are here present, to accompany me 

with a pure heart, and humble voice, unto the throne of the heavenly grace, saying 

after me: 
 

Almighty and most merciful Father, we have erred, and strayed from 

thy ways like lost sheep. We have followed too much the devices and 

desires of our own hearts. We have offended against thy holy laws. 

We have left undone those things which we ought to have done; and we 

have done those things which we ought not to have done; and there is 

no health in us. But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, miserable 

offenders. Spare thou them, O God, which confess their faults. Restore 

thou them that are penitent; according to thy promises declared unto 

mankind in Christ Jesu our Lord. And grant, O most merciful Father, 

for his sake, that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober 

life, to the glory of thy holy name.  

Amen.  
 

Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who desireth not the death of a 

sinner, but rather that he may turn from his wickedness and live; and hath given 

power, and commandment, to his ministers to declare and pronounce to his people, 

being penitent, the absolution and remission of their sins: he pardoneth and 

absolveth all them that truly repent and unfeignedly believe his holy gospel. 

Wherefore let us beseech him to grant us true repentance, and his Holy Spirit, that 

those things may please him which we do at this present; and that the rest of our life 

hereafter may be pure and holy; so that at the last we may come to his eternal joy; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 
  

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; thy will be done; in earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive them that trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the 

power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Responses Smith 

O Lord, open thou our lips and our mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 

O God, make speed to save us. O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 

Please stand  
 



Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end.  Amen. 

Praise ye the Lord. The Lord’s name be praised. 
 

Psalmody               Psalm 81:9-17 

9 Hear, O my people, and I will assure thee, O Israel : if thou wilt hearken unto me,                                                                                                                           

10 There shall no strange god be in thee : neither shalt thou worship any other god.                                                                                                                               

11 I am the Lord thy God, who brought thee out of the land of Egypt : open thy 

mouth wide, and I shall fill it.                                                                                              

12 But my people would not hear my voice : and Israel would not obey me.     

13 So I gave them up unto their own hearts' lusts: and let them follow their own 

imaginations.                                                                                                                 

14 O that my people would have hearkened unto me : for if Israel had walked in 

my ways,                                                                                                                             

15 I should soon have put down their enemies : and turned my hand against their 

adversaries.                                                                                                                  

16 The haters of the Lord should have been found liars : but their time should 

have endured for ever.                                                                                               

17 He should have fed them also with the finest wheat-flour : and with honey 

out of the stony rock should I have satisfied thee. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and ever shall be : world without end. Amen. 

Please be seated 

First Reading               Exodus 16:4-15 

Then said the Lord unto Moses, Behold, I will rain bread from heaven for you; 

and the people shall go out and gather a certain rate every day, that I may prove 

them, whether they will walk in my law, or no. And it shall come to pass, that on 

the sixth day they shall prepare that which they bring in; and it shall be twice as 

much as they gather daily. And Moses and Aaron said unto all the children of 

Israel, At even, then ye shall know that the Lord hath brought you out from the 

land of Egypt: And in the morning, then ye shall see the glory of the Lord; for 

that he heareth your murmurings against the Lord: and what are we, that ye 

murmur against us? And Moses said, This shall be, when the Lord shall give you 

in the evening flesh to eat, and in the morning bread to the full; for that 



the Lord heareth your murmurings which ye murmur against him: and what are 

we? your murmurings are not against us, but against the Lord. And Moses spake 

unto Aaron, Say unto all the congregation of the children of Israel, Come near 

before the Lord: for he hath heard your murmurings. And it came to pass, as 

Aaron spake unto the whole congregation of the children of Israel, that they 

looked toward the wilderness, and, behold, the glory of the Lord appeared in the 

cloud. And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, I have heard the murmurings of 

the children of Israel: speak unto them, saying, At even ye shall eat flesh, and in 

the morning ye shall be filled with bread; and ye shall know that I am 

the Lord your God. And it came to pass, that at even the quails came up, and 

covered the camp: and in the morning the dew lay round about the host. 

And when the dew that lay was gone up, behold, upon the face of the wilderness 

there lay a small round thing, as small as the hoar frost on the ground. 

And when the children of Israel saw it, they said one to another, It is manna: for 

they wist not what it was. And Moses said unto them, This is the bread which 

the Lord hath given you to eat. 

Magnificat                                    Weelkes Short Service  

My soul doth magnify the Lord : and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 

For he hath regarded : the lowliness of his handmaiden. 

For behold, from henceforth : all generations shall call me blessed. 

For he that is mighty hath magnified me : and holy is his Name. 

And his mercy is on them that fear him : throughout all generations. 

He hath shewed strength with his arm :  

he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 

He hath put down the mighty from their seat : and hath exalted the humble and meek. 

He hath filled the hungry with good things : and the rich he hath sent empty away. 

He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel : 

as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever.   Luke 1.46-55 
 

Please stand 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be : world without end. Amen. 
 

Please be seated 
 

Second Reading Revelation 2:12-17 

And to the angel of the church in Pergamos write; These things saith he which 

hath the sharp sword with two edges; I know thy works, and where thou 

dwellest, even where Satan’s seat is: and thou holdest fast my name, and hast not 



denied my faith, even in those days wherein Antipas was my faithful martyr, who 

was slain among you, where Satan dwelleth. But I have a few things against thee, 

because thou hast there them that hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balac 

to cast a stumblingblock before the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed 

unto idols, and to commit fornication. So hast thou also them that hold the 

doctrine of the Nicolaitans, which thing I hate. Repent; or else I will come unto 

thee quickly, and will fight against them with the sword of my mouth. 

He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him 

that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white 

stone, and in the stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving he 

that receiveth it. 

Nunc Dimittis                                 Weelkes Short Service  

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace : according to thy word.  

For mine eyes have seen : thy salvation;  

Which thou hast prepared :  before the face of all people;  

To be a light to lighten the Gentiles : and to be the glory of thy people Israel.      

Please stand Luke 2.29-32 
 

 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be : world without end. Amen. 

 

The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth: 

and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried.  

He descended into hell;  

the third day he rose again from the dead;  

he ascended into heaven,  

and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty;  

from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church;   

the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;   

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  

Amen.  

 

 



Reponses 

The Lord be with you.  

And with thy spirit.   
 

Let us pray. 
  

Please sit  
  

Lord, have mercy upon us.  

Christ, have mercy upon us.  

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom 

come; thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive them that 

trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us 

from evil.  Amen. 
 

 O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us.  

And grant us thy salvation. 
  

O Lord, save the King.  

And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
  

Endue thy ministers with righteousness.  

And make thy chosen people joyful. 
 

O Lord, save thy people.  

And bless thine inheritance. 
  

Give peace in our time, O Lord. 

Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God. 
  

O God, make clean our hearts within us.  

And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 
 

The Collect of the Day                                                                                                  

ALMIGHTY God, who shewest to them that be in error the light of thy truth, to 

the intent that they may return into the way of righteousness: Grant unto all 

them that are admitted into the fellowship of Christ's religion, that they may 

eschew those things that are contrary to their profession, and follow all such 

things as are agreeable to the same; through our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

  



The Collect for Peace                                                                                                 

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do 

proceed; give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that 

both, our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that, by thee, 

we being defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our time in rest and 

quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.                                                                                                          
 

The Collect for Aid against all Perils                                                                        

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend 

us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our 

Saviour, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 

Anthem                                       Tallis if ye love me 

If ye love me, keep my commandments.                                                                                  

And I will pray the Father, 

 and he shall give you another comforter, that he may 'bide with you forever; 

 E'en the sp'rit of truth. 

Sermon 

Revd Canon Wilma Roest 

 

Prayers Ending with:  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

and the love of God and the 

fellowship of the Holy Ghost be with us all evermore.  

Amen.  

 

Hymn                                                                                             

Just as I am, without one plea 

but that thy blood was shed for me, 

and that thou bidd’st me come to thee, O Lamb of God, I come. 
 

2 Just as I am, though tossed about 

with many a conflict, many a doubt, 

fightings within, and fears without, O Lamb of God, I come. 
 

3 Just as I am, poor, wretched, blind; 

sight, riches, healing of the mind, 

yea all I need, in thee to find, O Lamb of God, I come. 



4 Just as I am, thou wilt receive, 

wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve: 

because thy promise I believe, O Lamb of God, I come. 
 

5 Just as I am (thy love unknown 

has broken every barrier down), 

now to be thine, yea, thine alone, O Lamb of God, I come. 
 

6 Just as I am, of that free love 

the breadth, length, depth, and height to prove, 

here for a season, then above, O Lamb of God, I come.  
Charlotte Elliott 1789-1871 NEH 294/CP308i 
 

Benediction                                                                

The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds 

in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord: and the 

blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost, be with you 

and all whom you love, this Easter time and evermore.  
 

Voluntary                                                    Bruhns Präludium in E minor 

Bruhns is somewhat of a tragic figure in the baroque organ world, dying at 31, he left behind 

only four surviving authenticated organ works. He was a North German composer and one of 

Buxtehude’s finest pupils. The “Big” E minor is considered his most famous organ works and 

the opening flourish manages to cover all but one note in a chromatic octave and a half scale. 

This piece showcases Bruhns’ fantastic compositional skills from the harmonic devices he 

employs to the textures he is able to create. As well as being an organist, Bruhns was a famous 

string player and was known to play the violin whilst accompanying himself on the organ 

pedals.  

 

 

There will be a retiring collection for the work of the Church – there is a plate for cash 

or envelope gifts and a card machine for contactless giving.  
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