
                           St Mary Magdalene 
 

CHORAL EVENSONG 
19 January 2025 – The Second Sunday of Epiphany 

During the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
 

 

   Please stand as the choir and minister enter. 
 

  Welcome and Introduction 
 

  Office Hymn 

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation; 

O my soul, praise him, for he is thy health and salvation: 

All ye who hear,  

now to his temple draw near, 

joining in glad adoration. 
 

2 Praise to the Lord, who o'er all things so wondrously reigneth, 

shieldeth thee from harm, or from fainting sustaineth: 

Hast thou not seen  

how they heart’s wishes have been 

granted in what he ordaineth? 
 

3 Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper thy work, and defend thee; 

surely his goodness and mercy here daily attend thee; 

ponder anew  

all the Almighty can do, 

if to the end he befriend thee. 
 

 

4 Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore him! 

All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before him! 

Let the Amen  

sound from his people again: 

gladly for ay we adore him. 

German, JOACHIM NEANDER 1650-80  

Tr CATHERINE WINKWORTH 1827-78 & others CP 558 

 



Prayers of Penitence Please be seated 

“Sing unto the Lord, and praise his Name : be telling of his salvation from day to 

day.”  Psalm 96:2 

Dearly beloved, the Scripture moveth us in sundry places to acknowledge and 

confess our manifold sins and wickedness; and that we should not dissemble nor 

cloak them before the face of almighty God our heavenly Father; but confess 

them with a humble, lowly, penitent and obedient heart; to the end that we may 

obtain forgiveness of the same by his infinite goodness and mercy.  

And although we ought at all times humbly to acknowledge our sins before God; 

yet ought we most chiefly so to do, when we assemble and meet together to 

render thanks for the great benefits that we have received at his hands, to set 

forth his most worthy praise, to hear his most holy word, and to ask those things 

which are requisite and necessary, as well for the body as the soul. Wherefore I 

pray and beseech you, as many as are here present, to accompany me with a pure 

heart, and humble voice, unto the throne of the heavenly grace, saying after me: 
 

Almighty and most merciful Father, we have erred, and strayed from 

thy ways like lost sheep. We have followed too much the devices and 

desires of our own hearts. We have offended against thy holy laws. 

We have left undone those things which we ought to have done; and 

we have done those things which we ought not to have done; and 

there is no health in us. But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, 

miserable offenders. Spare thou them, O God, which confess their 

faults. Restore thou them that are penitent; according to thy 

promises declared unto mankind in Christ Jesu our Lord. And grant, 

O most merciful Father, for his sake, that we may hereafter live a 

godly, righteous, and sober life, to the glory of thy holy name. Amen.  
 

Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who desireth not the death of 

a sinner, but rather that he may turn from his wickedness and live; and hath given 

power, and commandment, to his ministers to declare and pronounce to his 

people, being penitent, the absolution and remission of their sins: he pardoneth 

and absolveth all them that truly repent and unfeignedly believe his holy gospel.  

Wherefore let us beseech him to grant us true repentance, and his Holy Spirit, 

that those things may please him which we do at this present; and that the rest of 

our life hereafter may be pure and holy; so that at the last we may come to his 

eternal joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 



  

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; thy will be done; in earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive them that trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the 

power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Responses              Forbes L’Estrange 

O Lord, open thou our lips  

and our mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 

O God, make speed to save us.  

O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 

Please stand  
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end.  Amen. 

Praise ye the Lord.  

The Lord’s name be praised. 
 

Psalmody               Psalm 96:1-9 

O SING unto the Lord a new song : sing unto the Lord, all the whole earth. 

2 Sing unto the Lord, and praise his Name : be telling of his salvation from day 

to day. 

3 Declare his honour unto the heathen : and his wonders unto all people. 

4 For the Lord is great, and cannot worthily be praised : he is more to be 

feared than all gods. 

5 As for all the gods of the heathen, they are but idols : but it is the Lord that 

made the heavens. 

6 Glory and worship are before him : power and honour are in his sanctuary. 

7 Ascribe unto the Lord, O ye kindreds of the people : ascribe unto the Lord 

worship and power. 

8 Ascribe unto the Lord the honour due unto his Name : bring presents, and 

come into his courts. 

9 O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness : let the whole earth stand in 

awe of him. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in 

the beginning, is now, and ever shall be : world without end. Amen. 
 



Please be seated 
 

First Reading               1 Samuel 3:1-20 

And the child Samuel ministered unto the Lord before Eli. And the word of the 

Lord was precious in those days; there was no open vision. And it came to pass at 

that time, when Eli was laid down in his place, and his eyes began to wax dim, that 

he could not see; And ere the lamp of God went out in the temple of the Lord, 

where the ark of God was, and Samuel was laid down to sleep; That the Lord 

called Samuel: and he answered, Here am I. And he ran unto Eli, and said, Here 

am I; for thou calledst me. And he said, I called not; lie down again. And he went 

and lay down. And the Lord called yet again, Samuel. And Samuel arose and went 

to Eli, and said, Here am I; for thou didst call me. And he answered, I called not, 

my son; lie down again. Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord, neither was the 

word of the Lord yet revealed unto him. And the Lord called Samuel again the 

third time. And he arose and went to Eli, and said, Here am I; for thou didst call 

me. And Eli perceived that the Lord had called the child.Therefore Eli said unto 

Samuel, Go, lie down: and it shall be, if he call thee, that thou shalt say, Speak, 

Lord; for thy servant heareth. So Samuel went and lay down in his place. And the 

Lord came, and stood, and called as at other times, Samuel, Samuel. Then Samuel 

answered, Speak; for thy servant heareth. And the Lord said to Samuel, Behold, I 

will do a thing in Israel, at which both the ears of every one that heareth it shall 

tingle. In that day I will perform against Eli all things which I have spoken 

concerning his house: when I begin, I will also make an end. For I have told him 

that I will judge his house for ever for the iniquity which he knoweth; because his 

sons made themselves vile, and he restrained them not. And therefore I have 

sworn unto the house of Eli, that the iniquity of Eli's house shall not be purged 

with sacrifice nor offering for ever. And Samuel lay until the morning, and opened 

the doors of the house of the Lord. And Samuel feared to shew Eli the vision. 

Then Eli called Samuel, and said, Samuel, my son. And he answered, Here am I. 

And he said, What is the thing that the Lord hath said unto thee? I pray thee hide 

it not from me: God do so to thee, and more also, if thou hide any thing from me 

of all the things that he said unto thee. And Samuel told him every whit, and hid 

nothing from him. And he said, It is the Lord: let him do what seemeth him good. 

And Samuel grew, and the Lord was with him, and did let none of his words fall to 

the ground. And all Israel from Dan even to Beersheba knew that Samuel was 

established to be a prophet of the Lord. 
 

Magnificat                                    Walmisley in D minor 

My soul doth magnify the Lord : and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 

For he hath regarded : the lowliness of his handmaiden. 

For behold, from henceforth : all generations shall call me blessed. 



For he that is mighty hath magnified me : and holy is his Name. 

And his mercy is on them that fear him : throughout all generations. 

He hath shewed strength with his arm :  

he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 

He hath put down the mighty from their seat :  

and hath exalted the humble and meek. 

He hath filled the hungry with good things :  

and the rich he hath sent empty away. 

He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel : 

as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever.   Luke 1.46-55 
 

Please stand 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be : world without end. Amen. 
 

Please be seated 
 

Second Reading Ephesians 4:1-16 

I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the 

vocation wherewith ye are called, With all lowliness and meekness, with 

longsuffering, forbearing one another in love; Endeavouring to keep the unity of 

the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are 

called in one hope of your calling; One Lord, one faith, one baptism, One God and 

Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all. But unto every one 

of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ. Wherefore he 

saith, When he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto 

men. (Now that he ascended, what is it but that he also descended first into the 

lower parts of the earth? He that descended is the same also that ascended up far 

above all heavens, that he might fill all things.) And he gave some, apostles; and 

some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; For the 

perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body 

of Christ: Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the 

Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of 

Christ: That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried 

about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, 

whereby they lie in wait to deceive; But speaking the truth in love, may grow up 

into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ: From whom the whole body 

fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according 

to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the 

body unto the edifying of itself in love. 

 



Nunc Dimittis                                    Walmisley in D minor 

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace : according to thy word.  

For mine eyes have seen : thy salvation;  

Which thou hast prepared :  before the face of all people;  

To be a light to lighten the Gentiles : and to be the glory of thy people Israel.       
 

Please stand Luke 2.29-32 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be : world without end. Amen. 
 

The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth: 

and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried.  

He descended into hell;  

the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven,  

and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty;  

from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church;   

the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;   

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 

Reponses 

The Lord be with you. And with thy spirit. Let us pray. 
  

Please sit  
  

Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us.  

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom 

come; thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 

bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive them that trespass 

against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.Amen. 
 

 O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us.  And grant us thy salvation. 

 O Lord, save the King. And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 

 Endue thy ministers with righteousness. And make thy chosen people joyful.  

 O Lord, save thy people. And bless thine inheritance. 

 Give peace in our time, O Lord. Because there is none other that fighteth 

for us, but only thou, O God. 



 O God, make clean our hearts within us.  

And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 

 

The Collect of the Day                                                                                               

ALMIGHTY and everlasting God, who dost govern all things in heaven and 

earth: Mercifully hear the supplications of thy people, and grant us thy peace 

all the days of our life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Collect for Peace                                                                                      

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do 

proceed; give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that 

both, our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that, by 

thee, we being defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our time in 

rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.         
 

The Collect for Aid against all Perils                                                                         

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy 

defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, 

our Saviour, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

Anthem                                                   Warlock Bethlehem Down

“When He is King we will give Him the King’s gifts, 

Myrrh for its sweetness, and gold for a crown, 

Beautiful robes,” said the young girl to Joseph, 

Fair with her first-born on Bethlehem Down. 

Bethlehem Down is full of the starlight, 

Winds for the spices, and stars for the gold, 

Mary for sleep, and for lullaby music, 

Songs of a shepherd by Bethlehem fold. 

When He is King they will clothe Him in grave-sheets, 

Myrrh for embalming, and wood for a crown, 

He that lies now in the white arms of Mary 

Sleeping so lightly on Bethlehem Down. 

Here He has peace and a short while for dreaming, 

Close-huddled oxen to keep Him from cold, 

Mary for love, and for lullaby music 

Songs of a shepherd by Bethlehem fold. 

Sermon 
 



Prayers  Ending with:                                                                                                       

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God and the 

fellowship of the Holy Ghost be with us all evermore. Amen.  

 

Hymn                                                                                                                                  

O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness! 

Bow down before him, his glory proclaim; 

with gold of obedience, and incense of lowliness, 

kneel and adore him: the Lord is his name! 
 

2 Low at his feet lay thy burden of carefulness, 

high on his heart he will bear it for thee, 

comfort thy sorrows, and answer thy prayerfulness, 

guiding thy steps as may best for thee be. 
 

3 Fear not to enter his courts in the slenderness 

of the poor wealth thou wouldst reckon as thine: 

truth in its beauty, and love in its tenderness, 

these are the offerings to lay on his shrine. 
 

4 These, though we bring them in trembling and fearfulness, 

he will accept for the name that is dear; 

mornings of joy give for evenings of tearfulness, 

trust for our trembling and hope for our fear. 
 

5 O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness! 

Bow down before him, his glory proclaim; 

with gold of obedience, and incense of lowliness, 

kneel and adore him: the Lord is his name! 
JSB Monsell 1811-75 NEH 52 

 
 

Benediction                                                                                                     

May the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and 

minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; 

and the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Ghost, be with you 

this night and always. Amen. 
 

Voluntary      John Ireland Intrada 
  

 

There will be a retiring collection for the work of the Church – there is a plate for 

cash or envelope gifts and a card machine for contactless giving.  

 

Registered Charity No. 1130018 CCL Licence No. 21284 


