
                           St Mary Magdalene 
 

CHORAL EVENSONG 
16 February 2025 – Septuagesima 

 

 

Please stand as the choir and minister enter. 
 

Welcome and Introduction 
 

Office Hymn  
 

Before the ending of the day, 

Creator of the world, we pray, 

that with thy wonted favour thou 

wouldst be our guard and keeper now. 
 

2 From all ill dreams defend our eyes, 

from nightly fears and fantasies; 

tread under foot our ghostly foe, 

that no pollution we may know. 
 

3 O Father, that we ask be done, 

through Jesus Christ thine only Son, 

who, with the Holy Ghost and thee, 

doth live and reign eternally. Amen. 
John Mason Neale (1818-1866) based on Te lucis ante terminum, (Latin, before 11th century) AMHS 12 

 

Prayers of Penitence Please be seated 

Dearly beloved, the Scripture moveth us in sundry places to acknowledge and 

confess our manifold sins and wickedness; and that we should not dissemble nor 

cloak them before the face of almighty God our heavenly Father; but confess 

them with a humble, lowly, penitent and obedient heart; to the end that we may 

obtain forgiveness of the same by his infinite goodness and mercy.  

And although we ought at all times humbly to acknowledge our sins before God; 

yet ought we most chiefly so to do, when we assemble and meet together to 

render thanks for the great benefits that we have received at his hands, to set 

forth his most worthy praise, to hear his most holy word, and to ask those things 

which are requisite and necessary, as well for the body as the soul.  



Wherefore I pray and beseech you, as many as are here present, to accompany 

me with a pure heart, and humble voice, unto the throne of the heavenly grace, 

saying after me: 
 

Almighty and most merciful Father, we have erred, and strayed from 

thy ways like lost sheep. We have followed too much the devices and 

desires of our own hearts. We have offended against thy holy laws. 

We have left undone those things which we ought to have done; and 

we have done those things which we ought not to have done; and 

there is no health in us. But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, 

miserable offenders. Spare thou them, O God, which confess their 

faults. Restore thou them that are penitent; according to thy 

promises declared unto mankind in Christ Jesu our Lord. And grant, 

O most merciful Father, for his sake, that we may hereafter live a 

godly, righteous, and sober life, to the glory of thy holy name. Amen.  
 

Grant, we beseech thee, merciful Lord, to thy faithful people pardon and peace; 

that they may be cleansed from all their sins, and serve thee with a quiet mind; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; thy will be done; in earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive them that trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the 

power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Responses          Forbes L’Estrange 

O Lord, open thou our lips  

and our mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 

O God, make speed to save us.  

O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 

Please stand  
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end.  Amen. 

Praise ye the Lord.  

The Lord’s name be praised. 



 

Psalmody               Psalm 6 
 

O LORD, rebuke me not in thine indignation : neither chasten me in thy 

displeasure. 

2 Have mercy upon me, O Lord, for I am weak : O Lord, heal me, for my 

bones are vexed. 

3 My soul also is sore troubled : but, Lord, how long wilt thou punish me? 

4 Turn thee, O Lord, and deliver my soul : O save me for thy mercy's sake. 

5 For in death no man remembereth thee : and who will give thee thanks in 

the pit? 

6 I am weary of my groaning; every night wash I my bed : and water my couch 

with my tears. 

7 My beauty is gone for very trouble : and worn away because of all mine 

enemies. 

8 Away from me, all ye that work vanity : for the Lord hath heard the voice of 

my weeping. 

9 The Lord hath heard my petition : the Lord will receive my prayer. 

10 All mine enemies shall be confounded, and sore vexed : they shall be 

turned back, and put to shame suddenly. 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in 

the beginning, is now, and ever shall be : world without end. Amen. 

Please be seated 

First Reading               Hosea 10.1-8, 12 

Israel was a spreading vine; 

    he brought forth fruit for himself. 

As his fruit increased, 

    he built more altars; 

as his land prospered, 

    he adorned his sacred stones. 

Their heart is deceitful, 

    and now they must bear their guilt. 

The Lord will demolish their altars 

    and destroy their sacred stones. 

Then they will say, “We have no king 

    because we did not revere the Lord. 

 



But even if we had a king, 

    what could he do for us?” 

They make many promises, 

    take false oaths 

    and make agreements; 

therefore lawsuits spring up 

    like poisonous weeds in a plowed field. 

The people who live in Samaria fear 

    for the calf-idol of Beth Aven. 

Its people will mourn over it, 

    and so will its idolatrous priests, 

those who had rejoiced over its splendor, 

    because it is taken from them into exile. 

It will be carried to Assyria 

    as tribute for the great king. 

Ephraim will be disgraced; 

    Israel will be ashamed of its foreign alliances. 

Samaria’s king will be destroyed, 

    swept away like a twig on the surface of the waters. 

The high places of wickedness will be destroyed— 

    it is the sin of Israel. 

Thorns and thistles will grow up 

    and cover their altars. 

Then they will say to the mountains, “Cover us!” 

    and to the hills, “Fall on us!” 

Sow righteousness for yourselves, 

    reap the fruit of unfailing love, 

and break up your unplowed ground; 

    for it is time to seek the Lord, 

until he comes 

    and showers his righteousness on you. 

 

Magnificat                                    Purcell in G minor 

My soul doth magnify the Lord : and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 

For he hath regarded : the lowliness of his handmaiden. 

For behold, from henceforth : all generations shall call me blessed. 

For he that is mighty hath magnified me : and holy is his Name. 

And his mercy is on them that fear him : throughout all generations. 

He hath shewed strength with his arm :  



he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 

He hath put down the mighty from their seat :  

and hath exalted the humble and meek. 

He hath filled the hungry with good things :  

and the rich he hath sent empty away. 

He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel : 

as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever.   Luke 1.46-55 
 

Please stand 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be : world without end. Amen. 
 

Please be seated 

 

Second Reading Galatians 4.8-20 

Howbeit then, when ye knew not God, ye did service unto them which by nature 

are no gods. But now, after that ye have known God, or rather are known of 

God, how turn ye again to the weak and beggarly elements, whereunto ye desire 

again to be in bondage? Ye observe days, and months, and times, and years. I am 

afraid of you, lest I have bestowed upon you labour in vain. Brethren, I beseech 

you, be as I am; for I am as ye are: ye have not injured me at all. Ye know how 

through infirmity of the flesh I preached the gospel unto you at the first. And my 

temptation which was in my flesh ye despised not, nor rejected; but received me 

as an angel of God, even as Christ Jesus. Where is then the blessedness ye spake 

of? for I bear you record, that, if it had been possible, ye would have plucked out 

your own eyes, and have given them to me. Am I therefore become your enemy, 

because I tell you the truth? They zealously affect you, but not well; yea, they 

would exclude you, that ye might affect them. But it is good to be zealously 

affected always in a good thing, and not only when I am present with you. My little 

children, of whom I travail in birth again until Christ be formed in you, I desire to 

be present with you now, and to change my voice; for I stand in doubt of you. 

 

Nunc Dimittis                                 Purcell in G minor 

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace : according to thy word.  

For mine eyes have seen : thy salvation;  

Which thou hast prepared :  before the face of all people;  

To be a light to lighten the Gentiles : and to be the glory of thy people Israel.       
 

Please stand Luke 2.29-32 
 

 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be : world without end. Amen. 



 

The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth: 

and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried.  

He descended into hell;  

the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven,  

and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty;  

from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church;   

the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;   

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 

Reponses 

The Lord be with you.  

And with thy spirit.   
 

Let us pray. 
  

Please sit  
  

Lord, have mercy upon us.  

Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy 

kingdom come; thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven. Give us 

this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 

them that trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but 

deliver us from evil.  Amen. 
 

 O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us.  

And grant us thy salvation. 
  

O Lord, save the King.  

And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
  

Endue thy ministers with righteousness.  

And make thy chosen people joyful. 
  

O Lord, save thy people.  

And bless thine inheritance. 
  



Give peace in our time, O Lord. 

Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God. 
  

O God, make clean our hearts within us.  

And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 
 

The Collect of the Day                                                                                                    

O LORD, we beseech thee favourably to hear the prayers of thy people; that 

we, who are justly punished for our offences, may be mercifully delivered by 

thy goodness, for the glory of thy Name; through Jesus Christ our Saviour, 

who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world 

without end. Amen. 
 

Collect for Peace                                                                                      

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do 

proceed; give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that 

both, our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that, by 

thee, we being defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our time in 

rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.         
 

The Collect for Aid against all Perils                                                                         

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy 

defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, 

our Saviour, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

Anthem                                               Tallis O Nata Lux

O nata lux de lumine, 

 Jesu redemptor saeculi, 

 Dignare clemens supplicum 

 Laudes precesque sumere. 

  

Qui carne quondam contegi 

 Dignatus es pro perditis, 

 Nos membra confer effici 

 Tui beati corporis. 

 

O Light born of Light, 

 Jesus, redeemer of the world, 

 with loving-kindness deign to receive 

 suppliant praise and prayer. 

  

Thou who once deigned to be clothed in 

flesh 

 for the sake of the lost, 

 grant us to be members 

 of thy blessed body. 
 

Sermon  
 

 



Prayers  

Ending with: 

 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God  

and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost be with us all evermore. Amen.  
 

Hymn  
 

Father, hear the prayer we offer: 

not for ease that prayer shall be, 

but for strength, that we may ever 

live our lives courageously. 
 

2 Not for ever in green pastures 

do we ask our way to be; 

but the steep and rugged pathway 

may we tread rejoicingly. 
 

3 Not forever by still waters 

would we idly rest and stay; 

but would smite the living fountains 

from the rocks along our way. 
 

4 Be our strength in hours of weakness, 

in our wanderings be our guide; 

through endeavour, failure, danger, 

Father, be thou at our side.  
Maria Willis 1824-1908 NEH 357/CP 416i 

 

Benediction                                                                                                     

May the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep our hearts and 

minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Voluntary                           Buxtehude Es ist das Heil uns kommen her
  

 

There will be a retiring collection for the work of the Church – there is a plate for 

cash or envelope gifts and a card machine for contactless giving.  
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