@ St Mary Magdalene
~ CHORAL EVENSONG

23 March 2025 — Third Sunday of Lent

Please stand as the choir and minister enter.
Welcome and Introduction

Office Hymn

I O Christ, who art the light and day,
Thou drivest night and gloom away;

O Light of Light, whose Word doth show
The light of heav'n to us below.

2 All-holy Lord, in humble prayer
We ask tonight Thy watchful care.
O grant us calm repose in Thee,
A quiet night, from perils free.

3 Our sleep be pure from sinful stain;
Let not the tempter vantage gain

Or our unguarded flesh surprise

And make us guilty in Thine eyes.

4 Asleep though wearied eyes may be,

Still keep the heart awake to These;

Let Thy right hand outstretched above

Guard those who serve the Lord they love. A-men.

5 Behold, O God, our shield, and quell

The crafts and subtleties of hell;

Direct Thy servants in all good,

Who Thou hast purchased with Thy blood.

6 O Lord, remember us who bear
The burden of the flesh we wear;
Thou who dost e'er our souls defend,
Be with us even to the end.



7 All praise to God the Father be,
All praise, eternal Son, to Thee,
Whom with the Spirit we adore
Forever and forevermore.

Prayers of Penitence Please be seated
Dearly beloved, the Scripture moveth us in sundry places to acknowledge and
confess our manifold sins and wickedness; and that we should not dissemble nor
cloak them before the face of almighty God our heavenly Father; but confess
them with a humble, lowly, penitent and obedient heart; to the end that we may
obtain forgiveness of the same by his infinite goodness and mercy.

And although we ought at all times humbly to acknowledge our sins before God;
yet ought we most chiefly so to do, when we assemble and meet together to
render thanks for the great benefits that we have received at his hands, to set
forth his most worthy praise, to hear his most holy word, and to ask those things
which are requisite and necessary, as well for the body as the soul. Wherefore |
pray and beseech you, as many as are here present, to accompany me with a pure
heart, and humble voice, unto the throne of the heavenly grace, saying after me:
Almighty and most merciful Father, we have erred, and strayed from
thy ways like lost sheep. We have followed too much the devices and
desires of our own hearts. We have offended against thy holy laws.
We have left undone those things which we ought to have done; and
we have done those things which we ought not to have done; and
there is no health in us. But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us,
miserable offenders. Spare thou them, O God, which confess their
faults. Restore thou them that are penitent; according to thy
promises declared unto mankind in Christ Jesu our Lord. And grant,
O most merciful Father, for his sake, that we may hereafter live a
godly, righteous, and sober life, to the glory of thy holy name. Amen.
Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who desireth not the death of a
sinner, but rather that he may turn from his wickedness and live; and hath given
power, and commandment, to his ministers to declare and pronounce to his people,
being penitent, the absolution and remission of their sins: he pardoneth and absolveth
all them that truly repent and unfeignedly believe his holy gospel.

Wherefore let us beseech him to grant us true repentance, and his Holy Spirit, that
those things may please him which we do at this present; and that the rest of our life
hereafter may be pure and holy; so that at the last we may come to his eternal joy;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come; thy will be done; in earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive them that trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the
power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Responses Briggs
O Lord, open thou our lips

and our mouth shall shew forth thy praise.

O God, make speed to save us.

O Lord, make haste to help us.

Please stand

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen.

Praise ye the Lord. The Lord’s name be praised.

Psalmody Psalm 12 and 13
HELP me, Lord, for there is not one godly man left : for the faithful are
minished from among the children of men.

2 They talk of vanity every one with his neighbour : they do but flatter with
their lips, and dissemble in their double heart.

3 The Lord shall root out all deceitful lips : and the tongue that speaketh
proud things;

4 Which have said, With our tongue will we prevail : we are they that ought
to speak, who is lord over us?

5 Now for the comfortless trouble's sake of the needy : and because of the
deep sighing of the poor,

6 | will up, saith the Lord : and will help every one from him that swelleth
against him, and will set him at rest.

7 The words of the Lord are pure words : even as the silver, which from the
earth is tried, and purified seven times in the fire.

8 Thou shalt keep them, O Lord : thou shalt preserve him from this
generation for ever.

9 The ungodly walk on every side : when they are exalted, the children of men
are put to rebuke.



HOW long wilt thou forget me, O Lord, for ever : how long wilt thou hide
thy face from me?

2 How long shall | seek counsel in my soul, and

be so vexed in my heart : how long shall mine enemies triumph over me?

3 Consider, and hear me, O Lord my God : lighten mine eyes, that | sleep not
in death.

4 Lest mine enemy say, | have prevailed against him : for if | be cast down, they
that trouble me will rejoice at it.

5 But my trust is in thy mercy : and my heart is joyful in thy salvation.

6 | will sing of the Lord, because he hath dealt so lovingly with me : yea, | will
praise the Name of the Lord most Highest.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in
the beginning, is now, and ever shall be : world without end. Amen.

Please be seated

First Reading Genesis 28.10-19a
Jacob left Beer-sheba and went towards Haran. He came to a certain place and
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of
the place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed
that there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and
the angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the Lord stood
beside him and said, ‘l am the Lord, the God of Abraham your father and the God
of Isaac; the land on which you lie | will give to you and to your offspring; and
your offspring shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to
the west and to the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of
the earth shall be blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that | am with you
and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land; for | will
not leave you until | have done what | have promised you.” Then Jacob woke from
his sleep and said, ‘Surely the Lord is in this place—and | did not know it!” And he
was afraid, and said, ‘How awesome is this place! This is none other than the
house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.’

So Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that he had put under
his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it. He called that
place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.



Magnificat Byrd Fauxbourdons
My soul doth magnify the Lord : and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.
For he hath regarded : the lowliness of his handmaiden.

For behold, from henceforth : all generations shall call me blessed.

For he that is mighty hath magnified me : and holy is his Name.

And his mercy is on them that fear him : throughout all generations.

He hath shewed strength with his arm :

he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.

He hath put down the mighty from their seat :

and hath exalted the humble and meek.

He hath filled the hungry with good things :

and the rich he hath sent empty away.

He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel :

as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever. Luke [.46-55

Please stand

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be : world without end. Amen.

Please be seated

Second Reading John 1.35-51
The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, and as he watched
Jesus walk by, he exclaimed, ‘Look, here is the Lamb of God!” The two disciples
heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. When Jesus turned and saw them
following, he said to them, ‘What are you looking for?’ They said to him, ‘Rabbi’
(which translated means Teacher), ‘where are you staying?” He said to them,
‘Come and see.’ They came and saw where he was staying, and they remained
with him that day. It was about four o’clock in the afternoon. One of the two who
heard John speak and followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. He first
found his brother Simon and said to him, ‘We have found the Messiah’ (which is
translated Anointed). He brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at him and said,
‘You are Simon son of John. You are to be called Cephas’ (which is translated
Peter).

The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him,
‘Follow me.” Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip
found Nathanael and said to him, ‘We have found him about whom Moses in the
law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.” Nathanael
said to him, ‘Can anything good come out of Nazareth? Philip said to him, ‘Come
and see.” When Jesus saw Nathanael coming towards him, he said of him, ‘Here is
truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!



Nathanael asked him, ‘Where did you come to know me? Jesus answered, ‘| saw
you under the fig tree before Philip called you.” Nathanael replied, ‘Rabbi, you are
the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” Jesus answered, ‘Do you believe
because | told you that | saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things
than these.” And he said to him, ‘Very truly, | tell you, you will see heaven opened
and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.’

Nunc Dimittis Byrd Fauxbourdons
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace : according to thy word.
For mine eyes have seen : thy salvation;

Which thou hast prepared : before the face of all people;

To be a light to lighten the Gentiles : and to be the glory of thy people Israel.

Please stand Luke 2.29-32
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be : world without end. Amen.

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth:
and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried.
He descended into hell;

the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty;

from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church;

the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Reponses

The Lord be with you.

And with thy spirit.

Let us pray.

Please sit

Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.



Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy
kingdom come; thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
them that trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but
deliver us from evil. Amen.

O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us. And grant us thy salvation.

O Lord, save the King. And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.
Endue thy ministers with righteousness. And make thy chosen people joyful.
O Lord, save thy people. And bless thine inheritance.

Give peace in our time, O Lord.

Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God.
O God, make clean our hearts within us.

And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.

The Collect of the Day

WE beseech thee, Almighty God, look upon the hearty desires of thy humble
servants, and stretch forth the right hand of thy Majesty, to be our defence
against all our enemies; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Collect for Peace

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do
proceed; give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that
both, our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that, by
thee, we being defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our time in
rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.

The Collect for Aid against all Perils

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy
defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son,
our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Anthem Purcell Jehovah, quam multi sunt hostes mei
Sermon

Prayers Ending with:
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God and the
fellowship of the Holy Ghost be with us all evermore. Amen.



Hymn

Take up thy cross, the Saviour said,
if thou wouldst my disciple be;
deny thyself, the world forsake,
and humbly follow after me.

2 Take up thy cross, let not its weight

fill thy weak spirit with alarm;

His strength shall bear thy spirit up,

and brace thy heart, and nerve thine arm.

3* Take up thy cross, nor heed the shame,
nor let thy foolish pride rebel;

the Lord for thee the Cross endured,

to save thy soul from death and hell.

4 Take up thy cross then in his strength,
and calmly every danger brave;

"twill guide thee to a better home,

and lead to victory o'er the grave.

5 Take up thy cross, and follow Christ,
nor think till death to lay it down;

for only he who bears the cross

may hope to wear the glorious crown.

6 To thee, great Lord, the One in Three,
all praise forevermore ascend;
O grant us in our home to see

the heavenly life that knows no end.
CW Everest, 1814-1877 NEH 76

Benediction

May the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and
minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord;
and the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Ghost, be with you
this night and always. Amen.

Voluntary Purcell ‘Double’ voluntary in d
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