Compline, 27 July 2025
Sixth Sunday of Trinity

Collect

O GOD, who hast prepared for them that love thee such good things as pass
man's understanding: Pour into our hearts such love toward thee, that we, loving
thee above all things, may obtain thy promises, which exceed all that we can
desire; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Reading Genesis 42:1-25
Now when Jacob saw that there was corn in Egypt, Jacob said unto his sons, Why
do ye look one upon another? And he said, Behold, | have heard that there is corn
in Egypt: get you down thither, and buy for us from thence; that we may live, and
not die. And Joseph's ten brethren went down to buy corn in Egypt. But Benjamin,
Joseph's brother, Jacob sent not with his brethren; for he said, Lest peradventure
mischief befall him. And the sons of Israel came to buy corn among those that
came: for the famine was in the land of Canaan. And Joseph was the governor
over the land, and he it was that sold to all the people of the land: and Joseph's
brethren came, and bowed down themselves before him with their faces to the
earth. And Joseph saw his brethren, and he knew them, but made himself strange
unto them, and spake roughly unto them; and he said unto them, Whence come
ye? And they said, From the land of Canaan to buy food. And Joseph knew his
brethren, but they knew not him. And Joseph remembered the dreams which he
dreamed of them, and said unto them, Ye are spies; to see the nakedness of the
land ye are come. And they said unto him, Nay, my lord, but to buy food are thy
servants come. We are all one man's sons; we are true men, thy servants are no
spies. And he said unto them, Nay, but to see the nakedness of the land ye are
come. And they said, Thy servants are twelve brethren, the sons of one man in
the land of Canaan; and, behold, the youngest is this day with our father, and one
is not. And Joseph said unto them, That is it that | spake unto you, saying, Ye are
spies: Hereby ye shall be proved: By the life of Pharaoh ye shall not go forth
hence, except your youngest brother come hither. Send one of you, and let him
fetch your brother, and ye shall be kept in prison, that your words may be
proved, whether there be any truth in you: or else by the life of Pharaoh surely ye
are spies. And he put them all together into ward three days. And Joseph said
unto them the third day, This do, and live; for | fear God: If ye be true men, let



one of your brethren be bound in the house of your prison: go ye, carry corn for

the famine of your houses: But bring your youngest brother unto me; so shall

your words be verified, and ye shall not die. And they did so. And they said one to

another, We are verily guilty concerning our brother, in that we saw the anguish

of his soul, when he besought us, and we would not hear; therefore is this distress

come upon us. And Reuben answered them, saying, Spake | not unto you, saying,
Do not sin against the child; and ye would not hear? therefore, behold, also his
blood is required. And they knew not that Joseph understood them; for he spake
unto them by an interpreter. And he turned himself about from them, and wept;
and returned to them again, and communed with them, and took from them

Simeon, and bound him before their eyes. Then Joseph commanded to fill their

sacks with corn, and to restore every man's money into his sack, and to give them

provision for the way: and thus did he unto them.

Hymn

Creator of the stars of night,

thy people's everlasting light,

O Jesu, Saviour of us all,

regard thy servants when they call.

2 Thou, grieving at the bitter cry
of all creation doomed to die,
didst come to save a ruined race

with healing gifts of heavenly grace.

3 Thou camest, Bridegroom of the
bride,

as drew the world to evening-tide;
proceeding from a virgin shrine,
the Son of Man, yet Lord divine.

4 At thy great name, exalted now,
all knees must bend, all hearts
must bow;

and things in heaven and earth shall
own

that thou art Lord and King alone.

5 To thee, O Holy One, we pray,
our Judge in that tremendous day,
preserve us while we dwell below,
from every onslaught of the foe.

6 All praise, eternal Son, to thee,
whose advent sets thy people free,
whom, with the Father, we adore,
and Spirit blest, for evermore.

Amen.
Latin, Tr John Mason Neale, 1818-66 & others
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