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WELCOME to St John’s this morning on the
Sixth Sunday after Trinity!

Today, we gather around the Gospel as
Jesus is found at prayer—something so
profound, so compelling, that his disciples
long to be drawn into it too. “Lord, teach
us to pray,” they ask, and in response he
offers not just words, but an attitude of
trust, persistence, and intimacy with God.
Luke’s version of the Lord’s Prayer is
simpler, more direct, yet full of depth. And
Jesus goes further—telling stories that
remind us of the generosity of God, who
gives not grudgingly, but freely, especially the gift of the Holy Spirit.

As we hear this Gospel, we are invited to renew our own life of prayer:
not as duty or performance, but as relationship, shaped by hope and
trust.

This act of worship is livestreamed on our Facebook page,
please do ‘follow’ us on Facebook: St John the Divine, Richmond Team
Ministry.

The clergy in the Richmond Team Ministry are always happy to meet for pastoral
conversations about faith or to offer spiritual counsel. If you would like to speak with
a member of the clergy, do be in touch directly or through the RTM Parish Office.

Richmond Team Ministry
St John the Divine * St Matthias ¢ St Mary Magdalene
RTM Parish Office
020 8940 0362
Email: admin@richmondteamministry.org
Website: richmondteamministry.org
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Prelude

Reflection
Charles Wood

Please stand to sing the Introit Hymn when the bell rings.

I  We sing the praise of him who died,
of him who died upon the cross;

the sinner’s hope let men deride,

for this we count the world but loss.

2 Inscribed upon the cross we see
in shining letters, ‘God is love’;

he bears our sins upon the tree;

he brings us mercy from above.

3 The cross! It takes our guilt away:
it holds the fainting spirit up;

it cheers with hope the gloomy day,
and sweetens every bitter cup.

4 It makes the coward spirit brave,
and nerves the feeble arm for fight;
it takes its terror from the grave,
and gilds the bed of death with light:

5 The balm of life, the cure of woe,
the measure and the pledge of love,
the sinner’s refuge here below,

the angels’ theme in heaven above.
THOMAS KELLY (1769-1855)
A&M 156



The Gathering

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The Greeting
Joe greets the people.

The Lord be with you
And also with you.

Joe introduces our worship.
Prayers of Penitence

St Paul says ‘Be imitators of God; love as Christ loved; do not
grieve the Holy Spirit; put away all anger and bitterness, all
slander and malice.’

So let us confess our sins to God, who forgives us in Christ.

Father eternal, giver of light and grace, we have sinned
against you and against our neighbour; in what we
have thought, in what we have said and done, through
ignorance, through weakness, through our own
deliberate fault.

We have wounded your love, and marred your image in
us. We are sorry and ashamed, and repent of all our sins.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ who died for us,
forgive us all that is past; and lead us out from
darkness to walk as children of light. Amen.



Joe says:

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy
upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm
and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in life eternal,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
The Gloria
Refrain:
Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the Highest!

Glory to God in the highest,

and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,

almighty God and Father,

we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory. Refrain

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God,
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer. Refrain

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,

with the Holy Spirit,

in the glory of God the Father. Refrain



The Collect

Merciful God, you have prepared for those who love you

such good things as pass our understanding:

pour into our hearts such love toward you

that we, loving you in all things and above all things,

may obtain your promises, which exceed all that we can desire;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Liturgy of the Word

Please sit for the readings and the psalm.

First Reading

A reading from the book of Genesis (18.20-32).

. Then the Lord said, ‘How great is the outcry against Sodom and
Gomorrah and how very grave their sin! | must go down and see
whether they have done altogether according to the outcry that has
come to me; and if not, | will know.’

So the men turned from there, and went towards Sodom, while
Abraham remained standing before the Lord.Then Abraham came near
and said, ‘Will you indeed sweep away the righteous with the

wicked? Suppose there are fifty righteous within the city; will you then
sweep away the place and not forgive it for the fifty righteous who are
in it? Far be it from you to do such a thing, to slay the righteous with
the wicked, so that the righteous fare as the wicked! Far be that from
you! Shall not the Judge of all the earth do what is just?



And the Lord said, ‘If | find at Sodom fifty righteous in the city, | will
forgive the whole place for their sake.” Abraham answered, ‘Let me take
it upon myself to speak to the Lord, | who am but dust and

ashes. Suppose five of the fifty righteous are lacking? Will you destroy
the whole city for lack of five?” And he said, ‘I will not destroy it if | find
forty-five there.” Again he spoke to him, ‘Suppose forty are found
there.” He answered, ‘For the sake of forty | will not do it.” Then he
said, ‘Oh do not let the Lord be angry if | speak. Suppose thirty are
found there.’ He answered, ‘| will not do it, if | find thirty there.” He
said, ‘Let me take it upon myself to speak to the Lord. Suppose twenty
are found there.” He answered, ‘For the sake of twenty | will not
destroy it.” Then he said, ‘Oh do not let the Lord be angry if | speak just
once more. Suppose ten are found there.” He answered, ‘For the sake
of ten | will not destroy it.’

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm 138

The choir lead the psalm appointed for the day and the congregation are
invited to join in with the Response.

Response: Great is the glory of the Lord.

I 1 will give thanks to you, O Lord, with my whole heart;
before the gods will | sing praise to you.
2 | will bow down towards your holy temple and praise your name,
because of your love and faithfulness;
for you have glorified your name
and your word above all things.
3 In the day that | called to you, you answered me;
you put new strength in my soul. R

4 All the kings of the earth shall praise you, O Lord,
for they have heard the words of your mouth.

5 They shall sing of the ways of the Lord,
that great is the glory of the Lord.

6 Though the Lord be high, he watches over the lowly;
as for the proud, he regards them from afar. R

7 Though | walk in the midst of trouble,
you will preserve me;
you will stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies;
your right hand will save me.
8 The Lord shall make good his purpose for me;
your loving-kindness, O Lord, endures for ever;
forsake not the work of your hands. R



Second Reading

A reading from Paul’s letter to the Colossians (2.6-15).

As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to live
your lives in him, rooted and built up in him and established in the faith,
just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving.

See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty
deceit, according to human tradition, according to the elemental spirits
of the universe, and not according to Christ. For in him the whole
fullness of deity dwells bodily, and you have come to fullness in him,
who is the head of every ruler and authority. In him also you were
circumcised with a spiritual circumcision, by putting off the body of the
flesh in the circumcision of Christ; when you were buried with him in
baptism, you were also raised with him through faith in the power of
God, who raised him from the dead. And when you were dead in
trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you alive
together with him, when he forgave us all our trespasses, erasing the
record that stood against us with its legal demands. He set this aside,
nailing it to the cross. He disarmed the rulers and authorities and made
a public example of them, triumphing over them in it.

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

We stand to sing the Gradual Hymn



| In the cross of Christ | glory,
towering o’er the wrecks of time:
all the light of sacred story
gathers round its head sublime.

2 When the woes of life o’ertake me,
hopes deceive, and fears annoy,
never shall the cross forsake me;

lo! it glows with peace and joy.

3 When the sun of bliss is beaming
light and love upon my way,

from the cross the radiance streaming
adds more lustre to the day.

4 Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure,
by the cross are sanctified;

peace is there that knows no measure,
joys that through all time abide.

5 In the cross of Christ | glory,
towering o’er the wrecks of time:
all the light of sacred story

gathers round its head sublime.

JOHN BOWRING (1792-1872)
A&M 682

Gospel acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
A seasonal sentence is sung.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
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Gospel Reading

The Lord be with you

And also with you.

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke
(1'1.1-13). Glory to you, O Lord.

He was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his disciples
said to him, ‘Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.” He said to
them, ‘When you pray, say:
Father, hallowed be your name.

Your kingdom come.

Give us each day our daily bread.

And forgive us our sins,

for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us.

And do not bring us to the time of trial.’
And he said to them, ‘Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to him at
midnight and say to him, “Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; for a friend of
mine has arrived, and | have nothing to set before him.” And he answers from
within, “Do not bother me; the door has already been locked, and my
children are with me in bed; | cannot get up and give you anything.” | tell you,
even though he will not get up and give him anything because he is his friend,
at least because of his persistence he will get up and give him whatever he
needs.
‘So | say to you, Ask, and it will be given to you; search, and you will find;
knock, and the door will be opened for you. For everyone who asks receives,
and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will
be opened. Is there anyone among you who, if your child asks for a fish, will
give a snake instead of a fish? Or if the child asks for an egg, will give a
scorpion? If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your
children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to
those who ask him!’

At the end:
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
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Sermon

Please sit.

The Creed

Please stand.

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
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We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

Please sit or kneel for the prayers of intercession.

These or other responses may be used.
Either: Lord, in your mercy or: Lord, hear us.
Hear our prayer. Lord, graciously hear us.

And at the end:
Merciful Father,
accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Liturgy of the Sacrament

The Peace

Please stand.
Joe introduces the Peace with the following prayer:

Lord Jesus Christ,

Who said to your Apostles:

Peace | leave you, my peace | give you;

Look not on our sins,

But on the faith of your Church,

and graciously grant her peace and unity

in accordance with your will.

Who live and reign for ever and ever. Amen.
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The peace of Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
Let us offer each other the sign of peace.

We greet each other with a sign of peace, and then sing the Offertory
Hymn

| Love divine, all loves excelling,
joy of heaven, to earth come down,
fix in us thy humble dwelling,

all thy faithful mercies crown.

Jesu, thou art all compassion,

pure unbounded love thou art;
visit us with thy salvation,

enter every trembling heart.

2 Come, almighty to deliver,

let us all thy grace receive;

suddenly return, and never,

never more thy temples leave.

Thee we would be always blessing,
serve thee as thy hosts above;

pray, and praise thee, without ceasing,
glory in thy perfect love.

3 Finish then thy new creation:
pure and spotless let us be;

let us see thy great salvation
perfectly restored in thee;
Changed from glory into glory

till in heaven we take our place,

till we cast our crowns before thee,

lost in wonder, love, and praise.
CHARLES WESLEY (1707-1788)
A&M 721
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If you would like to give financially to the life and work of the
Richmond Team Ministry, please scan the QR Code below with
your smart device. There is also a card reader and cash plate at

the back of church. Thank you!

Preparation of the Altar

Taking of the Bread and Wine
The altar is prepared and bread and wine are placed upon it.
Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the
splendour, and the majesty; for everything in heaven and on

earth is yours. All things come from you, and of your own do
we give you. Amen.

The Eucharistic Prayer

The Lord be with you
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.
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Father, we give you thanks and praise

through your beloved Son Jesus Christ, your living Word,
through whom you have created all things;

who was sent by you in your great goodness to be our Saviour.
By the power of the Holy Spirit he took flesh; as your Son,
born of the blessed Virgin, he lived on earth and went about
among us; he opened wide his arms for us on the cross;

he put an end to death by dying for us; and revealed the
resurrection by rising to new life; so he fulfilled your will and
won for you a holy people.

Therefore with angels and archangels, and with all the company
of heaven, we proclaim your great and glorious name, for ever
praising you and singing:

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes

in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

Please sit or kneel.

We praise and bless you, loving Father, through Jesus Christ,
our Lord; and as we obey his command, send your Holy Spirit,
that broken bread and wine outpoured may be for us the body
and blood of your dear Son.

On the night before he died, he had supper with his friends
and, taking bread, he praised you. He broke the bread, gave it
to them and said:
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Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; do this in
remembrance of me. When supper was ended he took the cup
of wine. Again he praised you, gave it to them and said:

Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is
shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as
often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.

So Father, we remember all that Jesus did, in him we plead
with confidence his sacrifice made once for all upon the cross.
Bringing before you the bread of life and the cup of salvation,
we proclaim his death and resurrection until he comes in glory.

Christ is the bread of life:

When we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim your death, Lord Jesus,

until you come in glory.

Lord of all life, help us to work together for that day when your
kingdom comes and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth.
Look with favour on your people, gather us in your loving arms and
bring us with the Blessed Virgin Mary, John the Divine, Matthias,
Mary Magdalene and all the saints to feast at your table in heaven.
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father,
for ever and ever. Amen.
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The Lord’s Prayer

At the Saviour’s command and formed by divine teaching, we
dare to say:

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come; thy will be done;

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Breaking of the Bread
Joe breaks the consecrated bread.

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.

The Agnus Dei is sung.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
grant us peace.
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Giving of Holy Communion
Joe says:

Behold the Lamb of God, behold him takes away the sins of the world.
Blessed are those who are called to the supper of the Lamb.

Lord I am not worthy to receive you,

but only say the word and | shall be healed.

During the distribution of Holy Communion:
O Lord! who seest, from yon starry height Charles Wood

Prayer after Holy Communion

Let us pray.

God of our pilgrimage,

you have led us to the living water:
refresh and sustain us

as we go forward on our journey,

in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

The Notices

Information about our life together is shared.
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The Dismissal

We stand to sing the Post Communion Hymn

I Go forth and tell! O Church of God, awake!
God’s saving news to all the nations take:
proclaim Christ Jesus, Saviour, Lord and King,
that all the world his glorious praise may sing.

2 Go forth and tell! God’s love embraces all,
he will in grace respond to all who call:

how shall they call if they have never heard
the gracious invitation of his word?

3 Go forth and tell! The doors are open wide:
share God’s good gifts — let no one be denied;
live out your life as Christ your Lord shall choose,
your ransomed powers for his sole glory use.

4 Go forth and tell! O Church of God, arise!
Go in the strength which Christ your Lord supplies;
go till all nations his great name adore

and serve him, Lord and King for evermore.

JAMES SEDDON (1915-1983)
A&M 477
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The Blessing

The Lord be with you
And also with you.

God, who has prepared for you a city with eternal foundations,
bring you to the eternal and triumphant joy of that city;

and the blessing of God almighty,

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,

rest upon you and remain with you always.

Amen.

Go and announce the Gospel of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude
Vivace from Voluntary in D major John Stanley

Music reproduced under CCL Licence No. 906543 Registered Charity No. 1130018
www.richmondteamministry.org
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Alpha

Starting Monday, 22nd September
Mondays at 7pm
St John the Divine Church, Richmond




TUESDAYS

Morning Prayer 8:30am
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Exposition of the Blessed

Sacrament
6:30pm
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Said Eucharist
7:00pm
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4-PART BIBLE STUDY

JONAH

Tuesdays 30th September,
7th, 14th, 21st October 2025

Morning: in person 10am-11:15am
Evening: in person and online 8pm-9:15pm
Church of St John the Divine
Contact Joe to express interest:
joe.moore@richmondteamministry.org
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