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WELCOME to St John’s this morning on the 12th Sunday after Trinity! 

 

In our Gospel today, Jesus speaks about 

the cost of discipleship: the challenge of 

putting Him first, and of living faithfully as 

His followers. These words can feel 

demanding, but they are also an invitation 

to discover the life and freedom that only 

Christ can give.  

 

 

 

 

As we gather here in worship, we are reminded that we do not walk 

this path alone: God’s grace strengthens us, His Spirit guides us, and we 

are upheld by one another in fellowship and prayer. 

 

 
This act of worship is livestreamed on our Facebook page, 

 please do ‘follow’ us on Facebook: St John the Divine, Richmond Team 

Ministry. 

 

The clergy in the Richmond Team Ministry are always happy to meet for pastoral 

conversations about faith or to offer spiritual counsel. If you would like to speak with 

a member of the clergy, do be in touch directly or through the RTM Parish Office. 

 

Richmond Team Ministry 

St John the Divine • St Matthias • St Mary Magdalene 

RTM Parish Office 

020 8940 0362 

Email: admin@richmondteamministry.org 

Website: richmondteamministry.org 
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Prelude  

Voluntary John Bull 
 

Please stand to sing the Introit Hymn when the bell rings. 

 

1 Brother, sister, let me serve you, 

let me be as Christ to you; 

pray that I may have the grace 

to let you be my servant too. 

   
2 We are pilgrims on a journey, 

and companions on the road; 

we are here to help each other 

walk the mile and bear the load. 

   

3 I will hold the Christ-light for you 

in the night-time of your fear; 

I will hold my hand out to you, 

speak the peace you long to hear. 

   

4 I will weep when you are weeping; 

when you laugh, I’ll laugh with you; 

I will share your joy and sorrow 

till we’ve seen this journey through. 

   

5 When we sing to God in heaven, 

we shall find such harmony, 

born of all we’ve known together 

of Christ’s love and agony. 

  

6 Brother, sister, let me serve you, 

let me be as Christ to you; 

pray that I may have the grace 

to let you be my servant too. 
RICHARD A. M. GILLARD (b. 1953) A&M 604 
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The Gathering 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

 

The Greeting 
 

 Joe greets the people. 
 

The Lord be with you 

  And also with you. 
 

 

Joe introduces our worship.  

 

Prayers of Penitence  
 

 Friends, as we prepare to celebrate the presence of Christ in 

word and sacrament, let us call to mind and confess our sins.  
 

 Father eternal, giver of light and grace, we have sinned 

against you and against our neighbour; in what we 

have thought, in what we have said and done, through 

ignorance, through weakness, through our own 

deliberate fault.  

 We have wounded your love, and marred your image in 

us. We are sorry and ashamed, and repent of all our sins.  

 For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ who died for us, 

forgive us all that is past; and lead us out from 

darkness to walk as children of light.  Amen. 
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Joe says: 
 

 Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy 

upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm 

and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in life eternal, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

 Amen. 

The Gloria 

Refrain: 

Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the Highest!  

 

Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks,  

we praise you for your glory. Refrain  

 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us;  

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  

receive our prayer. Refrain  

 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father. Refrain  
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The Collect 

 

Almighty and everlasting God, 

you are always more ready to hear than we to pray 

and to give more than either we desire or deserve: 

pour down upon us the abundance of your mercy, 

forgiving us those things of which our conscience is afraid 

and giving us those good things which we are not worthy to 

ask but through the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ your 

Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 

 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 

Please sit for the readings and the psalm. 

 

First Reading  

 
A reading from the book of Deuteronomy (30.15–20). 

 

See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and 

adversity. If you obey the commandments of the Lord your God that I 

am commanding you today, by loving the Lord your God, walking in his 

ways, and observing his commandments, decrees, and ordinances, then 

you shall live and become numerous, and the Lord your God will bless 

you in the land that you are entering to possess. But if your heart turns 

away and you do not hear, but are led astray to bow down to other 
gods and serve them, I declare to you today that you shall perish; you 

shall not live long in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to enter 

and possess. I call heaven and earth to witness against you today that I 

have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. 
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 Choose life so that you and your descendants may live, loving 

the Lord your God, obeying him, and holding fast to him; for that 

means life to you and length of days, so that you may live in the land 

that the Lord swore to give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, 

and to Jacob. 

 

This is the word of the Lord.  

 Thanks be to God. 

 
 

Psalm 1 
 

The Psalm appointed for the day is led by the choir, and the congregation are 

invited to join in with the sung Response. 

 

Response: For the Lord knows the way, the way of the righteous.  

 
1  Blessed are they who have not walked 

      in the counsel of the wicked,  

   nor lingered in the way of sinners, 

      nor sat in the assembly of the scornful. 

2  Their delight is in the law of the Lord  

   and they meditate on his law day and night. R 

 

3  Like a tree planted by streams of water 

      bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither,  

   whatever they do, it shall prosper. 

4  As for the wicked, it is not so with them;  

   they are like chaff which the wind blows away. R 

 

5  Therefore the wicked shall not be able to stand in the judgement,  

   nor the sinner in the congregation of the righteous. 

6  For the Lord knows the way of the righteous,  

   but the way of the wicked shall perish. R 
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Second Reading  

 
A reading from Paul’s letter to Philemon 

(1-21). 

 

Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, 

To Philemon our dear friend and co-worker, to Apphia our sister, to 

Archippus our fellow-soldier, and to the church in your house: 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

When I remember you in my prayers, I always thank my God because I 

hear of your love for all the saints and your faith towards the Lord 

Jesus. I pray that the sharing of your faith may become effective when 

you perceive all the good that we may do for Christ. I have indeed 

received much joy and encouragement from your love, because the 

hearts of the saints have been refreshed through you, my brother. 

For this reason, though I am bold enough in Christ to command you to 

do your duty, yet I would rather appeal to you on the basis of love—

and I, Paul, do this as an old man, and now also as a prisoner of Christ 

Jesus. I am appealing to you for my child, Onesimus, whose father I have 

become during my imprisonment. Formerly he was useless to you, but 

now he is indeed useful both to you and to me. I am sending him, that 

is, my own heart, back to you. I wanted to keep him with me, so that 

he might be of service to me in your place during my imprisonment for 

the gospel; but I preferred to do nothing without your consent, in 

order that your good deed might be voluntary and not something 

forced. Perhaps this is the reason he was separated from you for a 

while, so that you might have him back for ever, no longer as a slave 

but as more than a slave, a beloved brother—especially to me but how 

much more to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord. 

So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would 

welcome me. If he has wronged you in any way, or owes you anything, 

charge that to my account. 
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 I, Paul, am writing this with my own hand: I will repay it. I say nothing 

about your owing me even your own self. Yes, brother, let me have this 

benefit from you in the Lord! Refresh my heart in Christ. Confident of 

your obedience, I am writing to you, knowing that you will do even 

more than I say. 

 
This is the word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 

 

We stand to sing the Gradual Hymn 

 

1    Take up thy cross, the Saviour said, 

if thou wouldst my disciple be; 

deny thyself, the world forsake, 

and humbly follow after me. 

 

2    Take up thy cross: let not its weight 

fill thy weak spirit with alarm; 

his strength shall bear thy spirit up, 

and brace thy heart, and nerve thine arm. 

 

3    Take up thy cross, nor heed the shame, 

nor let thy foolish pride rebel: 

thy Lord for thee the cross endured, 

to save thy soul from death and hell. 

 

4    Take up thy cross then in his strength, 

and calmly every danger brave; 

’twill guide thee to a better home, 

and lead to victory o’er the grave. 
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5    Take up thy cross, and follow Christ, 

nor think till death to lay it down; 

for only they who bear the cross 

may hope to wear the glorious crown. 

 

6    To thee, great Lord, the One in Three, 

all praise for evermore ascend: 

O grant us in our home to see 

the heavenly life that knows no end. 
CHARLES WILLIAM EVEREST (1814–1877) A&M 135 

 
 

Gospel acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

A seasonal sentence is sung.  

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 
 

Gospel Reading 
 

The Lord be with you 

And also with you. 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 

(14. 25-33). Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Large crowds were travelling with Jesus; and he turned and said to 

them, ‘Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and mother, 

wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot 

be my disciple. Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me 

cannot be my disciple. For which of you, intending to build a tower, 

does not first sit down and estimate the cost, to see whether he has 

enough to complete it? Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is 

not able to finish, all who see it will begin to ridicule him, saying, “This 

fellow began to build and was not able to finish.”  
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Or what king, going out to wage war against another king, will not sit 

down first and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to 

oppose the one who comes against him with twenty thousand? If he 

cannot, then, while the other is still far away, he sends a delegation and 

asks for the terms of peace. So therefore, none of you can become my 

disciple if you do not give up all your possessions.’ 

 

At the end: 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon 
Please sit. 

The Creed 
 

Please stand. 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

              For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 

was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, 

he suffered death and was buried. 
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On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

Please sit or kneel for the prayers of intercession. 
 

These or other responses may be used. 

Either:  Lord, in your mercy  or:  Lord, hear us. 

 Hear our prayer.  Lord, graciously hear us. 
 

And at the end: 

Merciful Father,  

accept these prayers  

for the sake of your Son,  

our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.  
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
 

The Peace 
 

Please stand.  
 

Joe introduces the Peace with the following prayer: 
 

Lord Jesus Christ,  

Who said to your Apostles: 

Peace I leave you, my peace I give you; 

Look not on our sins,  

But on the faith of your Church, 

and graciously grant her peace and unity 

in accordance with your will.  

Who live and reign for ever and ever. Amen.  

The peace of Lord be with you always.  

And also with you. 

Let us offer each other the sign of peace. 

 

We greet each other with a sign of peace, and then sing the Offertory 

Hymn 

 

 

1 O Jesus, I have promised 

to serve thee to the end; 

be thou for ever near me, 

my Master and my Friend: 

I shall not fear the battle 

if thou art by my side, 

nor wander from the pathway 

if thou wilt be my guide. 
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2 O let me feel thee near me: 

the world is ever near; 

I see the sights that dazzle, 

the tempting sounds I hear; 

my foes are ever near me, 

around me and within; 
but, Jesus, draw thou nearer, 

and shield my soul from sin. 

 

3 O let me hear thee speaking 

in accents clear and still 

above the storms of passion, 

the murmurs of self-will; 

O speak to reassure me, 

to hasten or control; 

O speak, and make me listen, 

thou guardian of my soul. 

 

4 O Jesus, thou hast promised 

to all who follow thee, 

that where thou art in glory 

there shall thy servant be; 

and, Jesus, I have promised 

to serve thee to the end: 

O give me grace to follow, 

my Master and my Friend. 
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5    O let me see thy foot-marks, 

and in them plant mine own; 

my hope to follow duly 

is in thy strength alone: 

O guide me, call me, draw me, 

uphold me to the end; 

and then in heaven receive me, 

my Saviour and my Friend. 
JOHN ERNEST BODE (1816–1874) A&M 748 

 

 

If you would like to give financially to the life and work of the 

Richmond Team Ministry, please scan the QR Code below with 

your smart device. There is also a card reader and cash plate at 

the back of church. Thank you! 

 

 
 

Preparation of the Altar 

 

Taking of the Bread and Wine 
 

The altar is prepared and bread and wine are placed upon it. 
 

             Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the 

splendour, and the majesty; for everything in heaven and on 

earth is yours. All things come from you, and of your own do 

we give you. Amen. 
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            The words of the Eucharistic Prayer are said mainly by the priest, 

although they are prayed by the whole congregation. You may find it 

helpful to your prayer to look and listen as the presiding priest leads 

us in this part of our worship. We pray with our eyes as well as our 

ears. 

 

The Eucharistic Prayer 

 
 

 The Lord be with you 

             And also with you.  
 

Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord.  
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give thanks and praise.  

 

Father, we give you thanks and praise 

through your beloved Son Jesus Christ, your living Word, 

through whom you have created all things; 

who was sent by you in your great goodness to be our Saviour. 

By the power of the Holy Spirit he took flesh; 

as your Son, born of the blessed Virgin, 

he lived on earth and went about among us; 

he opened wide his arms for us on the cross; 

he put an end to death by dying for us; 

and revealed the resurrection by rising to new life; 

so he fulfilled your will and won for you a holy people. 

Therefore with angels and archangels, 

and with all the company of heaven, 

we proclaim your great and glorious name, 

for ever praising you and singing: 
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Holy, holy, holy Lord,  

God of power and might,  

heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

Hosanna in the highest.  

Blessed is he who comes  

in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna in the highest. 

 
 

Please sit or kneel. 
 

We praise and bless you, loving Father, through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord; and as we obey his command, send your Holy Spirit, 

that broken bread and wine outpoured may be for us the body 

and blood of your dear Son. 

On the night before he died, he had supper with his friends 

and, taking bread, he praised you.  He broke the bread, gave it 

to them and said:  

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; do this in 

remembrance of me. When supper was ended he took the cup 

of wine. Again he praised you, gave it to them and said:  

Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is 

shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as 

often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.  

So Father, we remember all that Jesus did, in him we plead 

with confidence his sacrifice made once for all upon the cross.  

Bringing before you the bread of life and the cup of salvation, 

we proclaim his death and resurrection until he comes in glory. 
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Christ is the bread of life: 

When we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim your death, Lord Jesus,  

until you come in glory.  
 

Lord of all life, help us to work together for that day when your 

kingdom comes and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 

Look with favour on your people, gather us in your loving arms and 

bring us with the Blessed Virgin Mary, John the Divine, Matthias, 

Mary Magdalene and all the saints to feast at your table in heaven. 

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of 

the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory are yours,  

O loving Father, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer  
 

At the Saviour’s command and formed by divine teaching, we 

dare to say: 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name;  

thy kingdom come; thy will be done;  

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.   

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation;  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,  

for ever and ever.  Amen. 
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Breaking of the Bread 
 

Joe breaks the consecrated bread.  
 

 We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread.  

 
The Agnus Dei is sung. 

 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,  

have mercy on us.  

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,  

have mercy on us.  

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,  

grant us peace.  

 

Giving of Holy Communion  
 

Joe says: 
 

Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes away the sins of the 

world.  

Blessed are those who are called to the supper of the Lamb.  

Lord I am not worthy to receive you, 

but only say the word and I shall be healed.  

 

Baptised members of all Christian traditions are welcome to receive 

Communion here today. Everyone is invited to come to the altar rail for a 

blessing if you do not wish to receive Communion. 

 

During the distribution of Holy Communion the choir sing: 

O Lord you are the Centre of my Life (based on Psalm 16) 

Paul Inwood  
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Prayer after Holy Communion 

 

Let us pray.  

God of all mercy, in this eucharist you have set aside our sins 

and given us your healing: grant that we who are made 

whole in Christ may bring that healing to this broken world, 

in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Notices 
Information about our life together is shared.  

 

The Dismissal 
 

We stand to sing the Post Communion Hymn 

 

1    All for Jesus, all for Jesus, 

this our song shall ever be; 

for we have no hope, nor Saviour, 

if we have not hope in thee. 

 

2    All for Jesus, thou wilt give us 

strength to serve thee, hour by hour; 

none can move us from thy presence 

while we trust thy love and power. 

 

3    All for Jesus, at thine altar 

thou wilt give us sweet content; 

there, dear Lord, we shall receive thee 

in the solemn sacrament. 
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4    All for Jesus, thou hast loved us; 

all for Jesus, thou hast died; 

all for Jesus, thou art with us; 

all for Jesus crucified. 

 

5    All for Jesus, all for Jesus, 

this the church’s song must be, 

till, at last, we all are gathered 

one in love and one in thee. 
W. J. SPARROW-SIMPSON (1859–1952) A&M 421 

 

The Blessing 

 

The Lord be with you 

And also with you. 

 

Go forth into the world in peace. Be of good courage.  

Hold fast that which is good. Render to no one evil for evil. 

Strengthen the fainthearted. Support the weak. 

Help the afflicted. Show love to everyone. 

Love and serve the Lord, rejoicing in the power of the Holy 

Spirit; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, 

and the Holy Spirit, rest upon you and remain with you always. 

Amen.  

 

Go and announce the Gospel of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God.  

Postlude 

Legend Josef Klicka 

 
Music reproduced under CCL Licence No. 906543 Registered Charity No. 1130018 

www.richmondteamministry.org 
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