
                           St Mary Magdalene 
 

CHORAL EVENSONG 
14 September 2025 – Eve of Holy Cross Day 

 

Please stand as the choir and minister enter  

 Introit 
   

Welcome and Introduction 
 

  Office Hymn 

Lift high the Cross, the love of Christ proclaim 

till all the world adore his sacred name. 
 

2 Come, let us follow where our Captain trod, 

our King victorious, Christ the Son of God: 
 

8 O Lord, once lifted on the glorious Tree, 

as thou hast promised, draw us unto thee: 
 

9 Let every race and every language tell 

of him who saves our souls from death and hell: 
 

10 From farthest regions let them homage bring, 

and on his Cross adore their Saviour King: 
 

11 Set up thy throne, that earth's despair may cease 

beneath the shadow of its healing peace: 
 

12 For thy blest Cross which doth for all atone 

creation's praises rise before thy throne: 
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Prayers of Penitence Please sit or kneel 
 

Dearly beloved, the Scripture moveth us in sundry places to acknowledge and 

confess our manifold sins and wickedness; and that we should not dissemble nor 

cloak them before the face of almighty God our heavenly Father; but confess 

them with a humble, lowly, penitent and obedient heart; to the end that we may 

obtain forgiveness of the same by his infinite goodness and mercy.  

 



And although we ought at all times humbly to acknowledge our sins before God; 

yet ought we most chiefly so to do, when we assemble and meet together to 

render thanks for the great benefits that we have received at his hands, to set 

forth his most worthy praise, to hear his most holy word, and to ask those things 

which are requisite and necessary, as well for the body as the soul. Wherefore I 

pray and beseech you, as many as are here present, to accompany me with a pure 

heart, and humble voice, unto the throne of the heavenly grace, saying after me: 
 

Almighty and most merciful Father, we have erred, and strayed from 

thy ways like lost sheep. We have followed too much the devices and 

desires of our own hearts. We have offended against thy holy laws. 

We have left undone those things which we ought to have done; and 

we have done those things which we ought not to have done; and 

there is no health in us. But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, 

miserable offenders. Spare thou them, O God, which confess their 

faults. Restore thou them that are penitent; according to thy 

promises declared unto mankind in Christ Jesu our Lord. And grant, 

O most merciful Father, for his sake, that we may hereafter live a 

godly, righteous, and sober life, to the glory of thy holy name. Amen.  
 

Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who desireth not the death of 

a sinner, but rather that he may turn from his wickedness and live; and hath given 

power, and commandment, to his ministers to declare and pronounce to his 

people, being penitent, the absolution and remission of their sins: he pardoneth 

and absolveth all them that truly repent and unfeignedly believe his holy gospel.  

Wherefore let us beseech him to grant us true repentance, and his Holy Spirit, 

that those things may please him which we do at this present; and that the rest of 

our life hereafter may be pure and holy; so that at the last we may come to his 

eternal joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 
  

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; thy will be done; in earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive them that trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the 

power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

 



Responses              Smith 

O Lord, open thou our lips  

and our mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 

O God, make speed to save us.  

O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 

Please stand  
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  

world without end.  Amen. 

Praise ye the Lord.  

The Lord’s name be praised. 
 

Please be seated 
 

Psalmody               Psalm 121 

O BE joyful in God, all ye lands : sing praises unto the honour of his Name, make his 

praise to be glorious. 

2 Say unto God, O how wonderful art thou in thy works : through the greatness of 

thy power shall thine enemies be found liars unto thee. 

3 For all the world shall worship thee : sing of thee, and praise thy Name 

4 O come hither, and behold the works of God : how wonderful he is in his doing 

toward the children of men. 

5 He turned the sea into dry land : so that they went through the water on foot; 

there did we rejoice thereof. 

6 He ruleth with his power for ever; his eyes behold the people : and such as will not 

believe shall not be able to exalt themselves. 

7 O praise our God, ye people : and make the voice of his praise to be heard; 

8 Who holdeth our soul in life : and suffereth not our feet to slip. 

9 For thou, O God, hast proved us : thou also hast tried us, like as silver is tried. 

10 Thou broughtest us into the snare : and laidest trouble upon our loins. 

11 Thou sufferedst men to ride over our heads : we went through fire and water, and 

thou broughtest us out into a wealthy place. 
 

Please stand 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and ever shall be : world without end. Amen. 
 

 

Please be seated 
 

 

 



First Reading               Isaiah 52.13 - 53.12 

Behold, my servant shall deal prudently, he shall be exalted and extolled, and be 

very high. As many were astonied at thee; his visage was so marred more than any 

man, and his form more than the sons of men: So shall he sprinkle many nations; 

the kings shall shut their mouths at him: for that which had not been told them 

shall they see; and that which they had not heard shall they consider. Who hath 

believed our report? and to whom is the arm of the LORD revealed? For he shall 

grow up before him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry ground: he hath 

no form nor comeliness; and when we shall see him, there is no beauty that we 

should desire him. He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and 

acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, 

and we esteemed him not. Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our 

sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. But he 

was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the 

chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed. All 

we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and 

the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed, and he was 

afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, 

and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth. He was 

taken from prison and from judgment: and who shall declare his generation? for 

he was cut off out of the land of the living: for the transgression of my people was 

he stricken. And he made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his 

death; because he had done no violence, neither was any deceit in his mouth. Yet 

it pleased the LORD to bruise him; he hath put him to grief: when thou shalt 

make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, 

and the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in his hand. He shall see of the travail 

of his soul, and shall be satisfied: by his knowledge shall my righteous servant 

justify many; for he shall bear their iniquities. Therefore will I divide him a portion 

with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; because he hath 

poured out his soul unto death: and he was numbered with the transgressors; and 

he bare the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors. 
 

Please stand 

Magnificat                                    Walmisley in D minor 

My soul doth magnify the Lord : and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 

For he hath regarded : the lowliness of his handmaiden. 

For behold, from henceforth : all generations shall call me blessed. 

For he that is mighty hath magnified me : and holy is his Name. 

And his mercy is on them that fear him : throughout all generations. 

He hath shewed strength with his arm :  

he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 



He hath put down the mighty from their seat :  

and hath exalted the humble and meek. 

He hath filled the hungry with good things :  

and the rich he hath sent empty away. 

He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel : 

as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever.   Luke 1.46-55 
 

 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be : world without end. Amen. 
 

Please be seated 
 

Second Reading Ephesians 2.11-22 

Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past Gentiles in the flesh, who 

are called Uncircumcision by that which is called the Circumcision in the flesh 

made by hands; That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from 

the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, 

having no hope, and without God in the world: But now in Christ Jesus ye 

who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ. For he is 

our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall 

of partition between us; Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law 

of commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain 

one new man, so making peace; And that he might reconcile both unto God in 

one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby: And came and 

preached peace to you which were afar off, and to them that were nigh. For 

through him we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father. Now 

therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the 

saints, and of the household of God; And are built upon the foundation of the 

apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone; In 

whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the 

Lord: In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through 

the Spirit. 
 

Please stand 
 

Nunc Dimittis                                    Walmisley in D minor 

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace : according to thy word.  

For mine eyes have seen : thy salvation;  

Which thou hast prepared :  before the face of all people;  

To be a light to lighten the Gentiles : and to be the glory of thy people Israel.       

 Luke 2.29-32 



Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be : world without end. Amen. 

 

The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth: 

and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried.  

He descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the 

Father almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and 

the dead.I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church;   

the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;   

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 

Reponses 

The Lord be with you. And with thy spirit. Let us pray. 
  

Please sit or kneel 
  

Lord, have mercy upon us.  

Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy 

kingdom come; thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven. Give us 

this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 

them that trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but 

deliver us from evil.  Amen. 
 

 O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us.  And grant us thy salvation. 

O Lord, save the King.  And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 

Endue thy ministers with righteousness. And make thy chosen people joyful. 

O Lord, save thy people. And bless thine inheritance. 

Give peace in our time, O Lord. Because there is none other that 

fighteth for us, but only thou, O God. 

O God, make clean our hearts within us.  

And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 
 

 

 



The Collect of the Day                                                                                               

Almighty God, who in the passion of thy blessed Son made an instrument of 

painful death to be for us the means of life and peace: grant us so to glory in 

the cross of Christ that we may gladly suffer for his sake; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. Amen. 
 

Collect for Peace                                                                                      

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do 

proceed; give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that 

both, our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that, by 

thee, we being defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our time in 

rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.         
 

The Collect for Aid against all Perils                                                                         

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy 

defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, 

our Saviour, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

Anthem                                 John IV of Portugal Crux fidelis.  

Crux fidelis, inter omnes arbor una nobilis; Nulla talem silva profert, flore, fronde, 

germine Dulce lignum, dulci clavo, dulce pondus sustinen. 

Faithful cross, above all other, One and only noble tree: None in foliage, none in 

blossom, None in fruit thy peer may be. Sweetest wood and sweetest iron, Sweetest 

weight is hung on thee! 

 

Sermon 
 

Prayers  Ending with:                                                                                                       

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God and the 

fellowship of the Holy Ghost be with us all evermore. Amen.  

 

Please stand 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hymn 
 

In the Cross of Christ I glory, 

towering o'er the wrecks of time; 

all the light of sacred story 

gathers round its head sublime. 
 

2 When the woes of life o'ertake me, 

hopes deceive and fears annoy, 

never shall the Cross forsake me: 

lo! it glows with peace and joy. 
 

3 When the sun of bliss is beaming 

light and love upon my way, 

from the Cross, the radiance streaming 

adds more lustre to the day. 
 

4 Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure, 

by the Cross are sanctified; 

peace is there that knows no measure, 

joys that through all time abide. 
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Benediction                                                                                                     

The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and 

minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; 

and the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Ghost, be with you 

this night and always. Amen. 
 

Voluntary     

Rheinberger Introduction and Fugue from Sonata No. 8 
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