
                           St Mary Magdalene 
 

CHORAL EVENSONG 
12 October 2025 – Trinity 17      Minister – The Rev’d Eils Osgood 

 

Please stand as the choir and minister enter  

 Introit 

  Welcome and Introduction 
 

  Office Hymn 

1 Strengthen for service, Lord, the hands 

that holy things have taken; 

let ears that now have heard thy songs 

to clamour never waken. 
 

2 Lord, may the tongues which 'Holy' sang 

keep free from all deceiving; 

the eyes which saw thy love be bright, 

thy blessèd hope perceiving. 
 

3 The feet that tread thy holy courts 

from light do thou not banish; 

the bodies by thy Body fed 

with thy new life replenish. 
Syrian 4th century, C. W. Humphreys (1840-31) and Percy Dearmer (1867-1936) NEH 306  
 

Prayers of Penitence Please sit or kneel 
 

Dearly beloved, the Scripture moveth us in sundry places to acknowledge and 

confess our manifold sins and wickedness; and that we should not dissemble nor 

cloak them before the face of almighty God our heavenly Father; but confess 

them with a humble, lowly, penitent and obedient heart; to the end that we may 

obtain forgiveness of the same by his infinite goodness and mercy.  

And although we ought at all times humbly to acknowledge our sins before God; 

yet ought we most chiefly so to do, when we assemble and meet together to 

render thanks for the great benefits that we have received at his hands, to set 

forth his most worthy praise, to hear his most holy word, and to ask those things 

which are requisite and necessary, as well for the body as the soul.  



Wherefore I pray and beseech you, as many as are here present, to accompany 

me with a pure heart, and humble voice, unto the throne of the heavenly grace, 

saying after me: 
 

Almighty and most merciful Father, we have erred, and strayed from 

thy ways like lost sheep. We have followed too much the devices and 

desires of our own hearts. We have offended against thy holy laws. 

We have left undone those things which we ought to have done; and 

we have done those things which we ought not to have done; and 

there is no health in us. But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, 

miserable offenders. Spare thou them, O God, which confess their 

faults. Restore thou them that are penitent; according to thy 

promises declared unto mankind in Christ Jesu our Lord. And grant, 

O most merciful Father, for his sake, that we may hereafter live a 

godly, righteous, and sober life, to the glory of thy holy name. Amen.  
 

Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who desireth not the death of 

a sinner, but rather that he may turn from his wickedness and live; and hath given 

power, and commandment, to his ministers to declare and pronounce to his 

people, being penitent, the absolution and remission of their sins: he pardoneth 

and absolveth all them that truly repent and unfeignedly believe his holy gospel.  

Wherefore let us beseech him to grant us true repentance, and his Holy Spirit, 

that those things may please him which we do at this present; and that the rest of 

our life hereafter may be pure and holy; so that at the last we may come to his 

eternal joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 
  
 

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; thy will be done; in earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive them that trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the 

power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

Responses              Forbes L’Estrange 

O Lord, open thou our lips and our mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 

O God, make speed to save us. O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 



Please stand  
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 

Praise ye the Lord. The Lord’s name be praised. 
 

Please be seated 
 

Psalmody               Psalm 144 

BLESSED be the Lord my strength : who teacheth my hands to war, and my fingers to 

fight; 

2 My hope and my fortress, my castle and deliverer, my defender in whom I trust : 

who subdueth my people that is under me. 

3 Lord, what is man, that thou hast such respect unto him : or the son of man, that 

thou so regardest him? 

4 Man is like a thing of nought : his time passeth away like a shadow. 

5 Bow thy heavens, O Lord, and come down : touch the mountains, and they shall 

smoke. 

6 Cast forth thy lightning, and tear them : shoot out thine arrows, and consume them. 

7 Send down thine hand from above : deliver me, and take me out of the great waters, 

from the hand of strange children; 

8 Whose mouth talketh of vanity : and their right hand is a right hand of wickedness. 

9 I will sing a new song unto thee, O God : and sing praises unto thee upon a ten-

stringed lute. 

10 Thou hast given victory unto kings : and hast delivered David thy servant from the 

peril of the sword. 

11 Save me, and deliver me from the hand of strange children : whose mouth talketh 

of vanity, and their right hand is a right hand of iniquity. 

12 That our sons may grow up as the young plants : and that our daughters may be as 

the polished corners of the temple. 

13 That our garners may be full and plenteous with all manner of store : that our 

sheep may bring forth thousands and ten thousands in our streets. 

14 That our oxen may be strong to labour, that there be no decay : no leading into 

captivity, and no complaining in our streets. 

15 Happy are the people that are in such a case : yea, blessed are the people who 

have the Lord for their God. 
 

Please stand 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and ever shall be : world without end. Amen. 
 

 

Please be seated 
 



First Reading               Nehemiah 6:1-16 

Now it came to pass, when Sanballat, and Tobiah, and Geshem the Arabian, 

and the rest of our enemies, heard that I had builded the wall, and that there 

was no breach left therein; (though at that time I had not set up the doors 

upon the gates;) That Sanballat and Geshem sent unto me, saying, Come, let 

us meet together in some one of the villages in the plain of Ono. But they 

thought to do me mischief. And I sent messengers unto them, saying, I am 

doing a great work, so that I cannot come down: why should the work cease, 

whilst I leave it, and come down to you? Yet they sent unto me four times 

after this sort; and I answered them after the same manner. Then sent 

Sanballat his servant unto me in like manner the fifth time with an open letter 

in his hand; Wherein was written, It is reported among the heathen, and 

Gashmu saith it, that thou and the Jews think to rebel: for which cause thou 

buildest the wall, that thou mayest be their king, according to these words. 

And thou hast also appointed prophets to preach of thee at Jerusalem, saying, 

There is a king in Judah: and now shall it be reported to the king according to 

these words. Come now therefore, and let us take counsel together. Then I 

sent unto him, saying, There are no such things done as thou sayest, but thou 

feignest them out of thine own heart. For they all made us afraid, saying, Their 

hands shall be weakened from the work, that it be not done. Now therefore, 

O God, strengthen my hands. Afterward I came unto the house of Shemaiah 

the son of Delaiah the son of Mehetabeel, who was shut up; and he said, Let 

us meet together in the house of God, within the temple, and let us shut the 

doors of the temple: for they will come to slay thee; yea, in the night will they 

come to slay thee. And I said, Should such a man as I flee? and who is there, 

that, being as I am, would go into the temple to save his life? I will not go in. 

And, lo, I perceived that God had not sent him; but that he pronounced this 

prophecy against me: for Tobiah and Sanballat had hired him. Therefore was 

he hired, that I should be afraid, and do so, and sin, and that they might have 

matter for an evil report, that they might reproach me. My God, think thou 

upon Tobiah and Sanballat according to these their works, and on the 

prophetess Noadiah, and the rest of the prophets, that would have put me in 

fear. So the wall was finished in the twenty and fifth day of the month Elul, in 

fifty and two days. And it came to pass, that when all our enemies heard 

thereof, and all the heathen that were about us saw these things, they were 

much cast down in their own eyes: for they perceived that this work was 

wrought of our God. 
 

 

Please stand 



Magnificat                                    Portman Evening service in G  

My soul doth magnify the Lord : and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 

For he hath regarded : the lowliness of his handmaiden. 

For behold, from henceforth : all generations shall call me blessed. 

For he that is mighty hath magnified me : and holy is his Name. 

And his mercy is on them that fear him : throughout all generations. 

He hath shewed strength with his arm :  

he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 

He hath put down the mighty from their seat :  

and hath exalted the humble and meek. 

He hath filled the hungry with good things :  

and the rich he hath sent empty away. 

He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel : 

as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever.   Luke 1.46-55 
 

 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be : world without end. Amen. 
 

Please be seated 
 

Second Reading John 15:12-27 

This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved you. 

Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends. 

Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you. Henceforth I call you 

not servants; for the servant knoweth not what his lord doeth: but I have 

called you friends; for all things that I have heard of my Father I have made 

known unto you. Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained 

you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain: 

that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give it you. 

These things I command you, that ye love one another. If the world hate you, 

ye know that it hated me before it hated you. If ye were of the world, the 

world would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I have 

chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you. Remember the 

word that I said unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord. If they have 

persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have kept my saying, they 

will keep yours also. But all these things will they do unto you for my name's 

sake, because they know not him that sent me. If I had not come and spoken 

unto them, they had not had sin: but now they have no cloke for their sin. He 

that hateth me hateth my Father also. If I had not done among them the 

works which none other man did, they had not had sin: but now have they 



both seen and hated both me and my Father. But this cometh to pass, that the 

word might be fulfilled that is written in their law, They hated me without a 

cause. But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the 

Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall 

testify of me: And ye also shall bear witness, because ye have been with me 

from the beginning. 
 

Please stand 
 

Nunc Dimittis                                    Portman Evening service in G 

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace : according to thy word.  

For mine eyes have seen : thy salvation;  

Which thou hast prepared :  before the face of all people;  

To be a light to lighten the Gentiles : and to be the glory of thy people Israel.       

 Luke 2.29-32 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be : world without end. Amen. 
 

The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth: 

and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried.  

He descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the 

Father almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and 

the dead.I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church;   

the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;   

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 

Reponses 

The Lord be with you.  

And with thy spirit.  

Let us pray. 
  

Please sit or kneel 
  

Lord, have mercy upon us.  

Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 



Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will 

be done, in earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive them that trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation; but deliver us from evil.  Amen. 
 

 O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us.  

And grant us thy salvation. 

 O Lord, save the King.  

And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 

 Endue thy ministers with righteousness.  

And make thy chosen people joyful. 

 O Lord, save thy people.  

And bless thine inheritance. 

 Give peace in our time, O Lord. 

Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God. 

 O God, make clean our hearts within us.  

And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 
 

 

The Collect of the Day                                                                                               

LORD, we pray thee that thy grace may always prevent and follow us, and 

make us continually to be given to all good works; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord.. Amen. 
 

Collect for Peace                                                                                      

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do 

proceed; give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that 

both, our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that, by 

thee, we being defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our time in 

rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.         
 

The Collect for Aid against all Perils                                                                         

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy 

defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, 

our Saviour, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

Anthem                              Tallis If ye love me 

If ye love me, keep my commandments. And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you 

another comforter, that he may 'bide with you forever; E'en the sp'rit of truth. John 14:15-17 



Sermon 
 

Prayers  Ending with:                                                                                                       

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God and the 

fellowship of the Holy Ghost be with us all evermore. Amen.  

 

Please stand 
 

Hymn 
 

Be thou my guardian and my guide, 

and hear me when I call; 

let not my slippery footsteps slide, 

and hold me lest I fall. 
 

2 The world, the flesh, and Satan dwell 

around the path I tread; 

O, save me from the snares of hell, 

thou quickener of the dead. 
 

3 And if I tempted am to sin, 

and outward things are strong, 

do thou, O Lord, keep watch within, 

and save my soul from wrong. 
 

4 Still let me ever watch and pray, 

and feel that I am frail; 

that if the tempter cross my way, 

yet he may not prevail. 
Isaac Williams 1802-1865 NEH 64 
 

Benediction                                                                                                     

The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in 

the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the 

blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Ghost, be with you this night and 

always. Amen. 
 

Voluntary     
 

Concerto in D minor (after Vivaldi) BWV 596 – mvts. I-III 
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