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Sunday 3 May 2026 Easter 5 
Mass setting: Mathias Communion Service 

Welcomer: Geoff 
 
v The Gathering 
Please stand to sing the introit hymn when the procession enters. 

Introit Hymn 
Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 
in light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 
most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 
almighty, victorious, thy great Name we praise. 
 

2 Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, 
nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might; 
thy justice like mountains high soaring above 
thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love. 
 

3 To all life thou givest – to both great and small; 
in all life thou livest, the true life of all; 
we blossom and flourish as leaves on the tree, 
and wither and perish – but nought changeth thee. 
 

4 Great Father of glory, pure Father of light, 
thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight; 
all laud we would render: O help us to see 
'tis only the splendour of light hideth thee. 
W CHALMERS SMITH 1824-1908 NEH 377/CP 474 

 
 

Greeting 
Alleluia! Christ is risen!  
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!  
The Lord be with you.  
And also with you.  
 

Please be seated for an informal greeting. 
 
 



Prayers of Penitence 
Jesus is our high priest, tempted like us, yet without sin. He lives for ever in 
heaven to intercede for us. Through him we approach the throne of grace with 
confidence, and confess our sins. 
 

Father eternal, giver of light and grace, 
we have sinned against you and against our neighbour, 
in what we have thought, 
in what we have said and done, 
through ignorance, through weakness, 
through our own deliberate fault. 
We have wounded your love, 
and marred your image in us. 
We are sorry and ashamed, 
and repent of all our sins. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
who died for us, 
forgive us all that is past; 
and lead us out from darkness 
to walk as children of light. Amen. 

 
 

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you,  
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,  
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 

We stand to sing the song of the angels Gloria 
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 



 

. The Collect 
Almighty God, who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ have 
overcome death and opened to us the gate of everlasting life: 
grant that, as by your grace going before us you put into our minds good 
desires, so by your continual help we may bring them to good effect; through 
Jesus Christ our risen Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

v The Liturgy of the Word 
 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles (7:55-end) read by Caroline 
 

But filled with the Holy Spirit, he gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God 
and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. ‘Look,’ he said, ‘I see the heavens 
opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!’ But they covered 
their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against him. Then they 
dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; and the witnesses laid their 
coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. While they were stoning Stephen, 
he prayed, ‘Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.’ Then he knelt down and cried out in a 
loud voice, ‘Lord, do not hold this sin against them.’ When he had said this, he 
died.  
This is the word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 31:1-5,15-16 

 
1  In you, O Lord, have I taken refuge; let me nev-erˆbeˆput to shame; • 
deliver me in your righˆteous-ness.  
2  In-cline yourˆear to me; • make haste to de-livˆer me.  
3  Be my strong rock, a fortress to save me, 
for you are my rock and my strong-hold; •  
guide me, and lead me for your name’s sake.  



4  Take me out of the net that they have laid se-cretˆly for me, • for you 
are my strength.  
5  Into your hands I com-mend my spi-rit, • 
for you have redeemed me, O Lord Godˆof truth.  
 

15 ‘My times areˆin your hand; • deliver me from the hand of my enemies, 
and from those who per-se-cute me. 
16 ‘Make your face to shine up-on your ser-vant, • and save me for your 
merˆcy’s sake.’ 

A reading from the 1st Letter of Peter (2:1-10) 

Rid yourselves, therefore, of all malice, and all guile, insincerity, envy, and all 
slander.  Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you 
may grow into salvation—  if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is 
good. Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and 
precious in God’s sight, and  like living stones, let yourselves be built into a 
spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable 
to God through Jesus Christ.  For it stands in scripture: 

‘See, I am laying in Zion a stone, 
    a cornerstone chosen and precious; 
and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.’ 

To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, 

‘The stone that the builders rejected 
    has become the very head of the corner’, 

And  

‘A stone that makes them stumble, 
    and a rock that makes them fall.’ 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own 
people,in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you 
out of darkness into his marvellous light. Once you were not a people, but now 
you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy. 

 
This is the word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
 



 
Please stand   
Who would true valour see,  
let him come hither: 
one here will constant be, 
come wind, come weather. 
There’s no discouragement 
shall make him once relent 
his first avowed intent 
to be a pilgrim. 
 
 

2 Whoso beset him round 
with dismal stories, 
do but themselves confound;  
his strength the more is. 
No lion can him fright, 
he’ll with a giant fight, 
but he will have the right 
to be a pilgrim. 

 
3 Hobgoblin nor foul fiend 

can daunt his spirit, 
he knows he at the end 

shall life inherit. 
Then, fancies, fly away; 

he’ll fear not what men say; 
He’ll labour night and day 

to be a pilgrim. 
John Bunyan 1628-88 AMNS 212/CP 621 

 

 
Gospel Reading 

Alleluia! Christ is risen!  
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!  
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John (14:1-14) 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In my 
Father’s house there are many dwelling-places. If it were not so, would I have told 
you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I 
will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be 
also. And you know the way to the place where I am going.’ Thomas said to him, 
‘Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?’ Jesus 
said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me. If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on 
you do know him and have seen him.’ 



Philip said to him, ‘Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.’ Jesus said to 
him, ‘Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? 
Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, “Show us the Father”? 
Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I 
say to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in me does his 
works. Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, 
then believe me because of the works themselves. Very truly, I tell you, the one who 
believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than 
these, because I am going to the Father. I will do whatever you ask in my name, so 
that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If in my name you ask me for anything, I 
will do it. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 
                                                    

Sermon 
 
 

The Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and was 
made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

 



We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession 
written and read by Elspeth 
 

These or other responses may be used 
Lord, in your mercy (or) Lord, hear us. 
hear our prayer.  Lord, graciously hear us. 
 

At the end 
Merciful Father,  
accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ.  
Amen. 
 

v The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
 

Please stand The Peace 

 

God has made us one in Christ. 
He has set his seal upon us and, as a pledge of what is to come, 
has given the Spirit to dwell in our hearts. Alleluia. 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. Alleluia, alleluia!  
And also with you. Alleluia, alleluia! 
 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 

We turn to people to wish them God’s Peace.  
 

Please remain standing to sing the offertory hymn, while the altar is prepared.  
.  
 
 
 



O Jesus, I have promised  
to serve thee to the end; 
be thou for ever near me,  
my Master and my Friend: 
I shall not fear the battle 
if thou art by my side, 
nor wander from the pathway 
if thou wilt be my guide. 
 

2 O let me hear thee speaking  
in accents clear and still, 
above the storms of passion,  
the murmurs of self-will; 
O speak to reassure me,  
to hasten or control; 
O speak, and make me listen,  
thou guardian of my soul. 
 

3 O Jesus, thou hast promised  
to all who follow thee, 
that where thou art in glory  
there shall thy servant be; 
and, Jesus, I have promised  
to serve thee to the end; 
O give me grace to follow,  
my Master and my Friend. 
 

4 O let me see thy footmarks,  
and in them plant mine own; 
my hope to follow duly  
is in thy strength alone. 
O guide me, call me, draw me,  
uphold me to the end; 
and then in heaven receive me,  
my Saviour and my Friend. 
John Bode 1816-74 NEH 420 



The Eucharistic Prayer 
The Lord be with you  
and also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
always and everywhere to give you thanks, almighty and eternal Father; 
and in these days of Easter to celebrate with joyful hearts  
the memory of your wonderful works. 
For by the mystery of his Passion, Jesus Christ, your risen Son, 
has conquered the powers of death and hell 
and restored in men and women the image of your glory. 
He has placed them once more in paradise 
and opened to them the gate of life eternal. 
And so, in the joy of this Passover, earth and heaven resound with gladness, 
while angels and archangels and the powers of all creation 
sing for ever the hymn of your glory: 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest.  
 

We praise and bless you, loving Father, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
and as we obey his command, send your Holy Spirit, 
that broken bread and wine outpoured 
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
On the night before he died he had supper with his friends and, taking bread, 
he praised you. He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of me. 
 

When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,  
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 



So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice made once for all upon the cross. 
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 
we proclaim his death and resurrection until he comes in glory. 
 

Great is the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died:  
Christ is risen:  
Christ will come again.  
Lord of all life,  
help us to work together for that day when your kingdom comes 
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 
Look with favour on your people, gather us in your loving arms 
and bring us with all the saints to feast at your table in heaven. 
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory are yours,  
O loving Father, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us. 
 

Please sit 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done;  
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever.  
Amen. 
 

Breaking of the Bread 
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ 
Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 



Giving of Communion 
Draw near with faith. Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ which he gave 
for you, and his blood which he shed for you. Eat and drink in remembrance 
that he died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving.  
 
 Agnus Dei 
Jesus, Lamb of God: have mercy on us.  
Jesus, bearer of our sins: have mercy on us.  
Jesus, redeemer of the world: give us your peace.  
 
If you usually receive communion here or in another church, please feel welcome to 
receive communion at this service. Otherwise, please come to receive a blessing 
instead, and bring this booklet as a sign to the priest.  
During the distribution of communion the choir sings the anthem:   

Randall The Call
Come, my Way, my Truth, my Life: 
Such a Way, as gives us breath: 
Such a Truth, as ends all strife: 
Such a Life, as killeth death. 
 
Come, my Light, my Feast, my Strength: 
Such a Light, as shows a feast: 
Such a Feast, as mends in length: 
Such a Strength, as makes his guest. 

 
Come, my Joy, my Love, my Heart: 
Such a Joy, as none can move: 
Such a Love, as none can part: 
Such a Heart, as joys in love. 

 
Music: Gail Randall b.1955 

 Text: George Herbert 1593-1633

 
Post-Communion Prayer 
Eternal God, 
whose Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life: 
grant us to walk in his way, 
to rejoice in his truth, 
and to share his risen life; 
who is alive and reigns, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Notices of our life together are shared.  
 

v The Dismissal 
Dismissal Hymn 

Forth in the peace of Christ we go; 
Christ to the world with joy we bring; 
Christ in our minds, Christ on our lips, 
Christ in our hearts, the world’s true King. 



2 King of our hearts, Christ makes us kings; 
kingship with him his servants gain; 
with Christ, the Servant-Lord of all, 
Christ’s world we serve to share Christ’s reign. 
 

3 Priests of the world, Christ sends us forth 
this world of time to consecrate, 
this world of sin by grace to heal, 
Christ’s world in Christ to re-create. 
 

4 Christ’s are our lips, his word we speak; 
prophets are we whose deeds proclaim 
Christ’s truth in love, that we may be 
Christ in the world, to spread Christ’s name. 
 

5 We are the Church; Christ bids us show 
that in his Church all nations find 
their hearth and home, where Christ restores 
true peace, true love, to humankind. 
James Quinn, 1919-2010 CP 429 

The Blessing 
God, who through the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ has given us the 
victory, give you joy and peace in your faith; 
And the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be with you all, forever more.  
Amen. 

Dismissal 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia! 
In the name of Christ. Amen. Alleluia, alleluia! 

Voluntary 
Chant de May                                         Joseph Jongen 1873-1953
  

------------------------- 

Please be seated to listen to the voluntary. 
Coffee is served today by Jill and Elaine. 

 

Tonight: Choral Evensong at 6.30pm 
Anthem: Bainton And I saw a new heaven 
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