
                           St Mary Magdalene 
 

CHORAL EVENSONG 
3 May, 2026 Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 

Please stand as the choir and minister enter. 
 

Welcome and Introduction 
 

Office Hymn  
O praise ye the Lord! 
praise him in the height; 
rejoice in his word, 
ye angels of light; 
ye heavens adore him 
by whom ye were made, 
and worship before him, 
in brightness arrayed. 
 
2.  O praise ye the Lord! 
praise him upon earth, 
in tuneful accord, 
ye sons of new birth; 
praise him who has brought 
you 
his grace from above, 
praise him who has taught you 
to sing of his love. 

3.  O praise ye the Lord! 
all things that give sound; 
each jubilant chord, 
re-echo around; 
loud organs, his glory 
forth tell in deep tone, 
and sweet harp, the story 
of what he has done. 
 
4.  O praise ye the Lord! 
thanksgiving and song 
to him be outpoured 
all ages along: 
for love in creation, 
for heaven restored, 
for grace of salvation, 
O praise ye the Lord! 
H. W. Baker (1821-77) NEH 427 

 

Prayers of Penitence Please be seated 
The Lord healeth those that are broken in heart : and giveth medicine to heal 
their sickness. Psalm 147:3 
  

Dearly beloved, the Scripture moveth us in sundry places to acknowledge and 
confess our manifold sins and wickedness; and that we should not dissemble 



nor cloak them before the face of almighty God our heavenly Father; but 
confess them with a humble, lowly, penitent and obedient heart; to the end 
that we may obtain forgiveness of the same by his infinite goodness and 
mercy. And although we ought at all times humbly to acknowledge our sins 
before God; yet ought we most chiefly so to do, when we assemble and meet 
together to render thanks for the great benefits that we have received at his 
hands, to set forth his most worthy praise, to hear his most holy word, and to 
ask those things which are requisite and necessary, as well for the body as the 
soul. Wherefore I pray and beseech you, as many as are here present, to 
accompany me with a pure heart, and humble voice, unto the throne of the 
heavenly grace, saying after me: 
 

Almighty and most merciful Father, we have erred, and strayed from thy 
ways like lost sheep. We have followed too much the devices and desires 
of our own hearts. We have offended against thy holy laws. 
We have left undone those things which we ought to have done; and 
we have done those things which we ought not to have done; and 
there is no health in us. But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, 
miserable offenders. Spare thou them, O God, which confess their 
faults. Restore thou them that are penitent; according to thy promises 
declared unto mankind in Christ Jesu our Lord. And grant, O most 
merciful Father, for his sake, that we may hereafter live a godly, 
righteous, and sober life, to the glory of thy holy name. Amen.  
 

Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who desireth not the 
death of a sinner, but rather that he may turn from his wickedness and live; 
and hath given power, and commandment, to his ministers to declare and 
pronounce to his people, being penitent, the absolution and remission of their 
sins: he pardoneth and absolveth all them that truly repent and unfeignedly 
believe his holy gospel. Wherefore let us beseech him to grant us true 
repentance, and his Holy Spirit, that those things may please him which we do 
at this present; and that the rest of our life hereafter may be pure and holy; so 
that at the last we may come to his eternal joy; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; in earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive them that trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 



 

Responses             William Byrd c.1540-1623 
O Lord, open thou our lips 
and our mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 
 

O God, make speed to save us. 
O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 

Please stand  
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end.  Amen. 
 

Praise ye the Lord. 
The Lord’s name be praised. 
 

Psalmody               Psalm 147.1-12 
O PRAISE the Lord, for it is a good thing to sing praises unto our God : yea, a 
joyful and pleasant thing it is to be thankful. 
2 The Lord doth build up Jerusalem : and gather together the out-casts of Israel. 
3 He healeth those that are broken in heart : and giveth medicine to heal their 
sickness. 
4 He telleth the number of the stars : and calleth them all by their names. 
5 Great is our Lord, and great is his power : yea, and his wisdom is infinite. 
6 The Lord setteth up the meek : and bringeth the ungodly down to the ground. 
7 O sing unto the Lord with thanksgiving : sing praises upon the harp unto our God; 
8 Who covereth the heaven with clouds, and prepareth rain for the earth : 
and maketh the grass to grow upon the mountains, and herb for the use of men; 
9 Who giveth fodder unto the cattle : and feedeth the young ravens that call 
upon him. 
10 He hath no pleasure in the strength of an horse : neither delighteth he in 
any man's legs. 
11 But the Lord's delight is in them that fear him: and put their trust in his mercy. 
12 Praise the Lord, O Jerusalem : praise thy God, O Sion. 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be : world without end. Amen. 
 

Please be seated 
 

 



First Reading               Zechariah 4:1-10 
And the angel that talked with me came again, and waked me, as a man that is 
wakened out of his sleep. And said unto me, What seest thou? And I said, I 
have looked, and behold a candlestick all of gold, with a bowl upon the top of 
it, and his seven lamps thereon, and seven pipes to the seven lamps, which are 
upon the top thereof: And two olive trees by it, one upon the right side of the 
bowl, and the other upon the left side thereof. So I answered and spake to the 
angel that talked with me, saying, What are these, my lord? Then the angel that 
talked with me answered and said unto me, Knowest thou not what these be? 
And I said, No, my lord. Then he answered and spake unto me, saying, This is 
the word of the Lord unto Zerubbabel, saying, Not by might, nor by power, 
but by my spirit, saith the Lord of hosts. Who art thou, O great mountain? 
before Zerubbabel thou shalt become a plain: and he shall bring forth the 
headstone thereof with shoutings, crying, Grace, grace unto it. Moreover the 
word of the Lord came unto me, saying, The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the 
foundation of this house; his hands shall also finish it; and thou shalt know that 
the Lord of hosts hath sent me unto you. For who hath despised the day of 
small things? for they shall rejoice, and shall see the plummet in the hand of 
Zerubbabel with those seven; they are the eyes of the Lord, which run to and 
fro through the whole earth. 
 

Magnificat               ‘Short’ Evening Service – Orlando Gibbons 1583-1625 
My soul doth magnify the Lord : and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 
For he hath regarded : the lowliness of his handmaiden. 
For behold, from henceforth : all generations shall call me blessed. 
For he that is mighty hath magnified me : and holy is his Name. 
And his mercy is on them that fear him : throughout all generations. 
He hath shewed strength with his arm :  
he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 
He hath put down the mighty from their seat :  
and hath exalted the humble and meek. 
He hath filled the hungry with good things : 
and the rich he hath sent empty away. 
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel : 
as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever.  Luke 1.46-55 
 

Please stand 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be : world without end. Amen. 
 



Please be seated 
 

Second Reading Revelation 21.1-14 
And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first 
earth were passed away; and there was no more sea. And I John saw the holy 
city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a 
bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, 
Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and 
they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God. 
And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more 
death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for 
the former things are passed away. And he that sat upon the throne said, 
Behold, I make all things new. And he said unto me, Write: for these words 
are true and faithful. And he said unto me, It is done. I am Alpha and Omega, 
the beginning and the end. I will give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of 
the water of life freely. He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be 
his God, and he shall be my son. But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the 
abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, 
and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and 
brimstone: which is the second death. And there came unto me one of the 
seven angels which had the seven vials full of the seven last plagues, and talked 
with me, saying, Come hither, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb's wife. And 
he carried me away in the spirit to a great and high mountain, and shewed me 
that great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God, 
Having the glory of God: and her light was like unto a stone most precious, 
even like a jasper stone, clear as crystal; And had a wall great and high, and 
had twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and names written thereon, 
which are the names of the twelve tribes of the children of Israel: On the east 
three gates; on the north three gates; on the south three gates; and on the 
west three gates. And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and in them 
the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. 
 

Nunc Dimittis                                 Gibbons 

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace : according to thy word.  
For mine eyes have seen : thy salvation;  
Which thou hast prepared :  before the face of all people;  
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles : and to be the glory of thy people Israel.      
Please stand Luke 2.29-32 
  



Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be : world without end. Amen. 
 

The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth: 
and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried.  
He descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead;  
he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the 
Father almighty;  
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church;   
the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;   
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 

Reponses 
The Lord be with you. 
And with thy spirit.   
 

Let us pray. 
  

Please sit  
  

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive them that trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.  Amen. 
 
O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us. 
And grant us thy salvation. 
  

O Lord, save the King. 
And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
  

Endue thy ministers with righteousness. 
And make thy chosen people joyful. 
  



O Lord, save thy people. 
And bless thine inheritance. 
  

Give peace in our time, O Lord. 
Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God. 
  

O God, make clean our hearts within us. 
And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 
 

The Collect of the Day 
O LORD, from whom all good things do come: Grant to us thy humble 
servants, that by thy holy inspiration we may think those things that be good, 
and by thy merciful guiding may perform the same; through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 
 

The Collect for Peace 

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do 
proceed; give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that 
both, our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that, by 
thee, we being defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our time in 
rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.                                    

 

The Collect for Aid against all Perils 

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy 
defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, 
our Saviour, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 

Anthem Bainton And I saw a new heaven 

And I saw a new heaven and a new earth:  for the first heaven and the first earth were 
passed away;  and there was no more sea. And I John saw the holy city, new 
Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven,  prepared as a bride adorned for her 
husband. 

And I heard a great voice out of Heaven, saying,  Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men,  
and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, 
and be their God. And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes;  and there shall be no 
more death, neither sorrow, nor crying,  neither shall there be any more pain: for the former 
things are passed away. 

Text: Revelation 21 
Music: Edgar Bainton 1880-1956



Sermon 
 
Prayers  
Ending with:  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God and the 
fellowship of the Holy Ghost be with us all evermore. Amen.  
 
Hymn 

O strength and stay upholding all creation, 
who ever dost thyself unmoved abide, 
yet day by day the light in due gradation 
from hour to hour through all its changes guide; 
 

Grant to life’s day a calm unclouded ending, 
an eve untouched by shadows of decay, 
the brightness of a holy death-bed blending 
with dawning glories of the eternal day. 
 

Hear us, O Father, gracious and forgiving, 
through Jesus Christ thy co-eternal Word, 
who with the Holy Ghost by all things living 
now and to endless ages art adored. Amen. 
  

 

Benediction  
The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and 
minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; 
and the blessing of God almighty, Father, Son and Holy Ghost, be with you 
and all those you love, this Easter and evermore. Amen. 
 
Voluntary     
Prelude and Fugue in E minor, BWV 553 J.S. Bach 1685-1750 
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