
                           Richmond Team Ministry 

at St Mary Magdalene 
 

CHORAL EVENSONG 
17 May, 2026 Sunday after Ascension 

 

Please stand as the choir and minister enter. 
 

Welcome and Introduction 
 

Office Hymn  

1 Eternal Monarch, King most high, 

Whose blood hath brought redemption nigh, 

By whom the death of Death was wrought 

And conquering grace’s battle fought: 

2 Ascending to the throne of might, 

And seated at the Father’s right, 

All power in heaven is Jesu’s own, 

That here his manhood had not known. 

3 Yea, angels tremble when they see 

How changed is our humanity; 

That flesh hath purged what flesh had stained, 

And God, the flesh of God, hath reigned. 

4 Be thou our joy and strong defence, 

Who art our future recompense: 

So shall the light that springs from thee 

Be ours through all eternity. 

5 O risen Christ, ascended Lord, 

All praise to thee let earth accord, 

Who art, while endless ages run, 

With Father and with Spirit One. Amen. 

Latin 5th century NEH 128 



Samuel Johnson 1822-82 NEH 346/CP 400 

Please be seated 

Prayers of Penitence  
  

Dearly beloved, the Scripture moveth us in sundry places to acknowledge and 

confess our manifold sins and wickedness; and that we should not dissemble 

nor cloak them before the face of almighty God our heavenly Father; but 

confess them with a humble, lowly, penitent and obedient heart; to the end 

that we may obtain forgiveness of the same by his infinite goodness and 

mercy. And although we ought at all times humbly to acknowledge our sins 

before God; yet ought we most chiefly so to do, when we assemble and meet 

together to render thanks for the great benefits that we have received at his 

hands, to set forth his most worthy praise, to hear his most holy word, and to 

ask those things which are requisite and necessary, as well for the body as the 

soul. Wherefore I pray and beseech you, as many as are here present, to 

accompany me with a pure heart, and humble voice, unto the throne of the 

heavenly grace, saying after me: 
 

 

Almighty and most merciful Father, we have erred, and strayed from thy 

ways like lost sheep. We have followed too much the devices and desires 

of our own hearts. We have offended against thy holy laws. 

We have left undone those things which we ought to have done; and 

we have done those things which we ought not to have done; and 

there is no health in us. But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, 

miserable offenders. Spare thou them, O God, which confess their 

faults. Restore thou them that are penitent; according to thy promises 

declared unto mankind in Christ Jesu our Lord. And grant, O most 

merciful Father, for his sake, that we may hereafter live a godly, 

righteous, and sober life, to the glory of thy holy name. Amen.  
 

 

Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who desireth not the 

death of a sinner, but rather that he may turn from his wickedness and live; 

and hath given power, and commandment, to his ministers to declare and 

pronounce to his people, being penitent, the absolution and remission of their 

sins: he pardoneth and absolveth all them that truly repent and unfeignedly 

believe his holy gospel. Wherefore let us beseech him to grant us true 

repentance, and his Holy Spirit, that those things may please him which we do 

at this present; and that the rest of our life hereafter may be pure and holy; so 



that at the last we may come to his eternal joy; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 
 

 

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; thy will be done; in earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive them that trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the 

power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Responses Byrd 

O Lord, open thou our lips 

and our mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 
 

O God, make speed to save us. 

O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 

Please stand  
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end.  Amen. 
 

Praise ye the Lord. 

The Lord’s name be praised. 
 

Psalmody               Psalm 87 

 

Her foundations are upon the holy hills : the Lord loveth the gates of Sion 

more than all the dwellings of Jacob. 

2 Very excellent things are spoken of thee : thou city of God. 

3 I will think upon Rahab and Babylon : with them that know me. 

4 Behold ye the Philistines also : and they of Tyre, with the Morians; lo, there 

was he born. 

5 And of Sion it shall be reported that he was born in her : and the most High 

shall stablish her. 

6 The Lord shall rehearse it when he writeth up the people : that he was born 

there. 

7 The singers also and trumpeters shall he rehearse : All my fresh springs shall 

be in thee. 

 



Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be : world without end. Amen. 
 

Please be seated 

First Reading               2 Samuel 23.1-5 

Now these are the last words of David. 

Thus says David the son of Jesse; 

Thus says the man raised up on high, 

The anointed of the God of Jacob, 

And the sweet psalmist of Israel: 
2 “The Spirit of the LORD spoke by me, 

And His word was on my tongue. 
3 The God of Israel said, 

The Rock of Israel spoke to me: 

‘He who rules over men must be just, 

Ruling in the fear of God. 
4 And he shall be like the light of the morning when the sun rises, 

A morning without clouds, 

Like the tender grass springing out of the earth, 

By clear shining after rain.’ 
5 “Although my house is not so with God, 

Yet He has made with me an everlasting covenant 

Ordered in all things and secure. 

For this is all my salvation and all my desire; 

Will He not make it increase? 

 

Magnificat               Stanford (b.1852) 

My soul doth magnify the Lord : and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 

For he hath regarded : the lowliness of his handmaiden. 

For behold, from henceforth : all generations shall call me blessed. 

For he that is mighty 

 hath magnified me : and holy is his Name. 

And his mercy is on them that fear him : throughout all generations. 

He hath shewed strength with his arm :  



he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 

He hath put down the mighty from their seat :  

and hath exalted the humble and meek. 

He hath filled the hungry with good things : 

and the rich he hath sent empty away. 

He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel : 

as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever.  Luke 1.46-55 
 

Please stand 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be : world without end. Amen. 
 

Please be seated 
 

Second Reading Revelation 21.22-22.5 

5 Therefore I also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and 

your love for all the saints, 16 do not cease to give thanks for you, 

making mention of you in my prayers: 17 that the God of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you the spirit of 

wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him, 18 the eyes of 

your understanding being enlightened; that you may know what 

is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His 

inheritance in the saints, 19 and what is the exceeding greatness of 

His power toward us who believe, according to the working of His 

mighty power 20 which He worked in Christ when He raised Him 

from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the 

heavenly places, 21 far above all principality and power and [i]might 

and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age 

but also in that which is to come. 

22 And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be head 

over all things to the church, 23 which is His body, the fullness of 

Him who fills all in all. 

Nunc Dimittis                                 C.V.Stanford 

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace : according to thy word.  

For mine eyes have seen : thy salvation;  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians%201&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-29228i


Which thou hast prepared :  before the face of all people;  

To be a light to lighten the Gentiles : and to be the glory of thy people Israel.      

Please stand Luke 2.29-32 
  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be : world without end. Amen. 
 

The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth: 

and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried.  

He descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead;  

he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the 

Father almighty;  

from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church;   

the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;   

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 

Responses 

The Lord be with you. 

And with thy spirit.   
 

Let us pray. 
  

Please sit   
  

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive them that trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.  Amen. 

 

O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us. 

And grant us thy salvation. 
  

O Lord, save the King. 

And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 



  

Endue thy ministers with righteousness. 

And make thy chosen people joyful. 
  

O Lord, save thy people. 

And bless thine inheritance. 
  

Give peace in our time, O Lord. 

Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God. 
  

O God, make clean our hearts within us. 

And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 
 

The Collect of the Day 

O God, the King of glory, who hast exalted thine only Son Jesus Christ with 

great triumph unto thy kingdom in heaven: We beseech thee, leave us not 

comfortless; but send to us thine Holy Ghost to comfort us, and exalt us unto 

the same place whither our Saviour Christ is gone before, who liveth and 

reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, one God, world without end. Amen. 
 

The Collect for Peace 

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do 

proceed; give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that 

both, our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that, by 

thee, we being defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our time in 

rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.                                    

 

The Collect for Aid against all Perils 

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy 

defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, 

our Saviour, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 

Anthem  

God is gone up with a merry noise: and the Lord with the sound of the 
trumpet 
O sing praises, sing praises unto our God: O sing praises, sing praises 
unto our King 

For God is the King of all the earth: sing ye praises with understanding
          Music: Croft 

 



Sermon 
 

Prayers  

Ending with:  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God and the 

fellowship of the Holy Ghost be with us all evermore. Amen.  

 

Hymn 

Lord, enthroned in heavenly 

splendour, 

first-begotten from the dead, 

thou alone, our strong 

defender, 

liftest up thy people's head. 

Alleluia, alleluia, 

Jesu, true and living Bread! 
 

2 Here our humblest homage 

pay we; 

here in loving reverence bow; 

here for faith's discernment 

pray we, 

lest we fail to know thee now. 

Alleluia, alleluia, 

thou art here, we ask not how. 
 

3 Though the lowliest form 

doth veil thee 

as of old in Bethlehem, 

here as there thine angels hail 

thee, 

Branch and Flower of Jesse's 

stem. 

Alleluia, alleluia, 

we in worship join with them. 

 

4 Paschal Lamb, thine 

Offering, finished 

once for all when thou wast 

slain, 

in its fullness undiminished 

shall for evermore remain, 

Alleluia, alleluia, 

cleansing souls from every 

stain. 
 

5 Life-imparting heavenly 

Manna, 

stricken Rock with streaming 

side, 

heaven and earth with loud 

hosanna 

worship thee, the Lamb who 

died, 

Alleluia, alleluia, 

Risen, ascended, glorified! 

GH Bourne 1840-1925 NEH 296/CP 311 

 
 

 

 

 



Benediction  

The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and 

minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; 

and the blessing of God almighty, Father, Son and Holy Ghost, be with you 

and all those you love, this Easter and evermore. Amen. 

 

Voluntary     
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