
                           St Mary Magdalene 
 

CHORAL EVENSONG 
Sunday 31 May, Trinity Sunday 

 
Please stand as the choir and minister enter. 
 

Welcome and Introduction 
 

Office Hymn 
 
Firmly I believe and truly 
God is Three and God is One; 
and I next acknowledge duly 
manhood taken by the Son. 
 
2 And I trust and hope most fully 
in that manhood crucified; 
and each thought and deed unruly 
do to death, as he has died. 
 
3 Simply to his grace and wholly 
light and life and strength belong, 
and I love supremely, solely, 
him the holy, him the strong. 
 
4 And I hold in veneration, 
for the love of him alone, 
Holy Church as his creation, 
and her teachings as his own. 
 
5 Adoration ay be given, 
with and through the angelic host, 
to the God of earth and heaven, 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
John Henry Newman 1801-1890  CP 426 
 



Prayers of Penitence Please be seated 
If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us: 
but if we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 1 St. John 1.8-9  
 

Dearly beloved, the Scripture moveth us in sundry places to acknowledge and 
confess our manifold sins and wickedness; and that we should not dissemble 
nor cloak them before the face of almighty God our heavenly Father; but 
confess them with a humble, lowly, penitent and obedient heart; to the end 
that we may obtain forgiveness of the same by his infinite goodness and 
mercy. And although we ought at all times humbly to acknowledge our sins 
before God; yet ought we most chiefly so to do, when we assemble and meet 
together to render thanks for the great benefits that we have received at his 
hands, to set forth his most worthy praise, to hear his most holy word, and to 
ask those things which are requisite and necessary, as well for the body as the 
soul. Wherefore I pray and beseech you, as many as are here present, to 
accompany me with a pure heart, and humble voice, unto the throne of the 
heavenly grace, saying after me: 
 

Almighty and most merciful Father, we have erred, and strayed from 
thy ways like lost sheep. We have followed too much the devices and 
desires of our own hearts. We have offended against thy holy laws. 
We have left undone those things which we ought to have done; and 
we have done those things which we ought not to have done; and 
there is no health in us. But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, 
miserable offenders. Spare thou them, O God, which confess their 
faults. Restore thou them that are penitent; according to thy 
promises declared unto mankind in Christ Jesu our Lord. And grant, 
O most merciful Father, for his sake, that we may hereafter live a 
godly, righteous, and sober life, to the glory of thy holy name. Amen.  
 

ALMIGHTY God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who desireth not the 
death of a sinner, but rather that he may turn from his wickedness, and live; 
and hath given power, and commandment, to his Ministers, to declare and 
pronounce to his people, being penitent, the Absolution and Remission of 
their sins: He pardoneth and absolveth all them that truly repent, and 
unfeignedly believe his holy Gospel. Wherefore let us beseech him to grant us 
true repentance, and his Holy Spirit, that those things may please him, which 
we do at this present; and that the rest of our life hereafter may be pure, and 



holy; so that at the last we may come to his eternal joy; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.  
 

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; in earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive them that trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Responses      Jack Rolls b.2004 
O Lord, open thou our lips 
and our mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 
 

O God, make speed to save us. 
O Lord, make haste to help us.  
 

Please stand  
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end.  Amen. 
 

Praise ye the Lord. 
The Lord’s name be praised. 
 

Psalmody               Psalm 93 
1 THE Lord is King, and hath put on glorious apparel : the Lord hath put on 
his apparel, and girded himself with strength.                                                             
2 He hath made the round world so sure : that it cannot be moved.                    
3 Ever since the world began hath thy seat been prepared : thou art from 
everlasting.                                                                                                               
4 The floods are risen, O Lord, the floods have lift up their voice : the floods 
lift up their waves.                                                                                                      
5 The waves of the sea are mighty, and rage horribly : but yet the Lord, who 
dwelleth on high, is mightier.                                                                                             
6 Thy testimonies, O Lord, are very sure : holiness becometh thine house for 
ever. 
 
 

 
Please be seated 
 



First Reading               Isaiah 6.1-8 
In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, 
high and lifted up, and his train filled the temple. Above it stood the seraphims: 
each one had six wings; with twain he covered his face, and with twain he 
covered his feet, and with twain he did fly. And one cried unto another, and 
said, Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory. 
And the posts of the door moved at the voice of him that cried, and the 
house was filled with smoke. Then said I, Woe is me! for I am undone; 
because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of 
unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts. Then flew 
one of the seraphims unto me, having a live coal in his hand, which he had 
taken with the tongs from off the altar: And he laid it upon my mouth, and 
said, Lo, this hath touched thy lips; and thine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin 
purged. Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, and 
who will go for us? Then said I, Here am I; send me. 
 

Magnificat                       Evening Service in B minor T.T. Noble 1867-1953  
My soul doth magnify the Lord : and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 
For he hath regarded : the lowliness of his handmaiden. 
For behold, from henceforth : all generations shall call me blessed. 
For he that is mighty hath magnified me : and holy is his Name. 
And his mercy is on them that fear him : throughout all generations. 
He hath shewed strength with his arm :  
he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 
He hath put down the mighty from their seat :  
and hath exalted the humble and meek. 
He hath filled the hungry with good things :  
and the rich he hath sent empty away. 
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel : 
as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever.   Luke 1.46-55 
 

Please stand 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be : world without end. Amen. 
 

Please be seated 
 

Second Reading John 16.5-15 
But now I go my way to him that sent me; and none of you asketh me, 
Whither goest thou? But because I have said these things unto you, sorrow 



hath filled your heart. Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you 
that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; 
but if I depart, I will send him unto you. And when he is come, he will reprove 
the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: Of sin, because they 
believe not on me; Of righteousness, because I go to my Father, and ye see 
me no more; Of judgment, because the prince of this world is judged. I have 
yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now. Howbeit 
when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he 
shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: 
and he will shew you things to come. He shall glorify me: for he shall receive 
of mine, and shall shew it unto you. All things that the Father hath are mine: 
therefore said I, that he shall take of mine, and shall shew it unto you. 
 

Nunc Dimittis                                  Noble 
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace : according to thy word.  
For mine eyes have seen : thy salvation;  
Which thou hast prepared :  before the face of all people;  
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles : and to be the glory of thy people Israel.      
Please stand Luke 2.29-32 
  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be : world without end. Amen. 
 
The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth: 
and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried.  
He descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead;  
he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the 
Father almighty;  
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church;   
the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;   
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 

Responses 
The Lord be with you. 
And with thy spirit.   
 

Let us pray. 
  



Please sit  
  

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive them that trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.  Amen. 
  

O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us. 
And grant us thy salvation. 
  

O Lord, save the King. 
And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
  

Endue thy ministers with righteousness. 
And make thy chosen people joyful. 
  

O Lord, save thy people. 
And bless thine inheritance. 
  

Give peace in our time, O Lord. 
Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God. 
  

O God, make clean our hearts within us. 
And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 
 

The Collect of the Day 
ALMIGHTY and everlasting God, who hast given unto us thy servants grace, 
by the confession of a true faith to acknowledge the glory of the eternal 
Trinity, and in the power of the Divine Majesty to worship the Unity: We 
beseech thee, that thou wouldst keep us steadfast in this faith, and evermore 
defend us from all adversities, who livest and reignest, one God, world 
without end. Amen. 
 

The Collect for Peace 

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do 
proceed; give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that 
both, our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that, by 
thee, we being defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our time in 
rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.                                    

 



The Collect for Aid against all Perils 

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy 
defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, 
our Saviour, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 

Anthem                                 O Thou the Central Orb – Charles Wood 
 

O thou the central orb of righteous love,  
Pure beam of the most high, eternal light  

Of this our wintry world, thy radiance bright  
Awakes new joy in faith, hope soars above. 

 
Come, quickly come, and let thy glory shine,  

Gilding our darksome heaven with rays divine;  
Thy saints with holy lustre round thee move,  
As stars about thy throne, set in the height  

Of God's ordaining counsel, as thy sight  
Gives measured grace to each, thy power to prove. 

 
Let thy bright beams disperse the gloom of sin,  

Our nature all shall feel eternal day,  
In fellowship with thee, transforming clay  

To souls erewhile unclean, now pure within. Amen. 
 

Text: Adapted by Henry Ramsden Bramley 1833-1917 
Music: Charles Wood 1866-1926 

. 
Sermon 
 

Prayers  
 Ending with:  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God and the 
fellowship of the Holy Ghost be with us all evermore. Amen.  

 

Hymn  
Let all mortal flesh keep silence, 
and with fear and trembling stand; 
ponder nothing earthly minded, 
for with blessing in his hand 
Christ our God to earth descendeth, 
our full homage to demand. 



2 King of kings, yet born of Mary, 
as of old on earth he stood, 
Lord of lords in human vesture, 
in the body and the blood: 
he will give to all the faithful 
his own self for heavenly food. 
 

3 Rank on rank the host of heaven 
spreads its vanguard on the way, 
as the Light of light descendeth 
from the realms of endless day, 
that the powers of hell may vanish 
as the darkness clears away. 
 

4 At his feet the six-winged seraph; 
cherubim with sleepless eye, 
veil their faces to the Presence, 
as with ceaseless voice they cry, 
Alleluia, alleluia, 
alleluia, Lord Most High!" 
Liturgy of St James, 5th century; 
tr Gerard Moultrie  1829-85 NEH 295 

 

Benediction  
The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and 
minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; 
and the blessing of God almighty, Father, Son and Holy Ghost, be with you 
and all those you love, this Easter and evermore. Amen. 
 

Voluntary  
 

There will be a retiring collection for the work of the Church – there is a plate for 
cash or envelope gifts and a card machine for contactless giving.  
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